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AS THE WORLDWIDE CRISIS OF IMPERIALISM 
and capitalism intensifies and here in Britain a 
big slump moves closer, the leading politicians 
of the capitalist Labour Party increase the 
frequency and the vicious tone of their attacks 
against the working class and the poorer sections 
of the middle class. In order for the working 
people and their allies to defend themselves in 
a period of acute crisis it is vital for them to 
understand the essence of the imperialist/capit- 


MAKE THEM FAY! 


If this is not done, then the working class and 
its allies will be impoverished still further, will 
have all its hard-won rights stolen, and will in 
its divided and confused state be easy meat for 
a right-wing dictatorship of finance capital, 
whether it be initiated and led by either Labour 
or Tory capitalists, or some combination of 
them and the military and police. 

It will be the people or their exploiters who 
will win. There is no third way. 

SOME GUIDELINES 

What then should be the central guidelines in the 


a list strategy and tactics, to work out an effective 
strategic counter-attack based on an understanding struggle in the present and forseeable period? 
of the real nature of the crisis, and to unite all M 
forces that can be united on a basis of BEING 
FIRM IN PRINCIPLE but FLEXIBLE IN TACTICS. 

Also, the working class must,if it is to defeat 
the plans of the ruling class and its international 
backers, work out programmes that will result in 


The following would appear to be of basic imp- 
ortance .The working class must shed its illusions 
that the Labour Party is "socialist" . It is not. It 
is for a capitalist society and violently against 
even the suggestion that it should be overthrown 


and replaced by a workers' republic of Britain 

the mobilization of very large numbers - millions - The consequence of this recognition must be that 
to fight for both short and long term goals. If this the most class conscious workers must accept the 

can be done the working class will win for there responsibility to build a NEW AND REVO LUT- . . .. . , 

is no force powerful enough to sta nd in its way. IQNARY SOCIALIST PARTY. No such Party exi sts no re j £ IC lons on . mcre ° ses ' n ° use ° e 
■ ■■■ armed forces against the working class; and no 

limitations on the right to politically organise. 


at present. Workers and the poorer sections of 
the middle class must not fall for the demagogy 
of the fascists who will try to capitalise on the 
growing disillusionment with the Labour Party 
and will try to establish a mass base on the luin 
It must be grasped that crisis and anarchy in pr< 
uction are an inherent product of imperialism a 
that the crude and slanderous attempts of capit' 
alist politician:- such as Wilson and Healey, as 
well as the Thatchers and the Thorpes, to 
blame the working class for the crisis is nothinc 
but the big lie machine trying to stand truth on 
its head by turning the victim into the villain. 
Their strategy in a nutshell is to push the whole 
burden of THEIR crisis onto the backs of the 
working class and the lower middle class which 
is being increasingly squeezed down by the big 
monopolies. Their tactics are to split and confus 
the working class as to the nature of the crisis. 
Our strategy must be to force the capitalist cla 
to pay for its own crisis and our tactics must in- 
volve exploiting every opportunity to weaken 
the unity and resolve of the rich and full. Prog- 
rammatic demands must include a total freeze 
on the prices of all goods and services consume 
by the working-class family;no unemployment; 


THE HOUSING SCANDAL 
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HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS 
of working class families exist 
in excuses for homes that don't 
even have an inside toilet. At 
the other end of the scale the 
capitalists live in splendour 
in fine houses in acres of land. 
THIS IS CAPITALISM. And only 
a socialist revolution can create 
the conditions for a solution to 
the housing problem. Only when 
workers control, will workers 
be adequately housed. 

Only then will the dep- 
rivation behind the statistics 
on the right, and the lavish 
wealth and injustice repres- 
ented by the ad on the left 
finally disappear. 


Area 

Households without use of 

inside \ 


Percentage 

Number 

Rhondda (Wales) 

46.7 

14,006 

Liverpool, Edge Hill 

45.6 

9,898 

Nottingham, East 

43.7 

13,404 

Liverpool ,Kirkdale 

43.5 

10,425 

Manches ter , Openshawe 

39.9 

8,947 

Salford, East 

38.7 

8,311 

Aberdare (Wales) 

37.8 

8,411 

Blackburn 

35.7 

9,697 

Newham, South (London) 

35.7 

9,225 

Burnley 

35.0 

9,570 

Newham, North-East (London) 

34.0 

10,354 

Sheffield, Attercliffe 

33.5 

10,360 


Source Hansard 22.4.75. 

(Officii 


terms ^Ri^ecent statement by Tomas Mac 

Giolla, President of Sinn Fein (as reported in 
the ''United Irishman", June '75) that "they (the 
British Government, VO P) must bear the respon- 
sibility for finding a solution" is an example 
which proves the point. Also disturbing is the 
impression that the Soviet social imperialists 
(socialist in words, imperialist in deeds) are 
strongly influencing the Officials and the U.l . 
Without a genuine revolutionary Party;without a 
programme based on a scientific class analysis 
which answers the key question "who are our 
enemies, who are our friends? ";without a unitec 
fronl^nd^^ea^peogle^amiy^hing^voiV^chqr 

^veran^S|ective^etweer^h^^pe^Naz?^nd 

the fascist "populists". They both stand for 
the violent repression of the working class and 
especially the growing number of people who ai 
organising for basic social change, that is a 
democratic workers' state in Britain. Whether o 
not the Tyndalls and Websters are ejected the 
basic position of the NF will remain the same, 
that is FASCIST AND RACIST. And for that 
very reason all progressive people must respond 
militantly to the anti-fascist call THEY SHALL 
NOT PASS and dr! ve this fascist scum from the 


Parliamentary Record.) 


Ireland’s difficulties 

IT IS NOW ALMOST SIX YEARS since the present 
large-scale military invasion and occupation of 
north-east Ireland began. And the sad truth is 
that those political organisations who have 
claimed to represent the working people of the 
north in their opposition to the occupation /jnd, 
also to poverty and unemployment, have failed 
and failed abysmally. It is also equally sad to 
be able to record their failure to make any sub- 
stantial progress in the fight against religious 
bigotry and sectarian divide-and-rule. 


The Rightist Provisional Alliance, always hotly 
opposed to Ireland being turned through national 
and social revolution into a socialist workers' 
republic (despite its "socialist" utterances)is 
being accused by many of having degenerated of 
late into a policing agency of the British govern- 
ment. The indiscriminate bombing of many 
innocent people, both in Ireland and here in 
Britain, has led nowhere, as this paper has so 
often predicted in detailed arguments. 

The Officials' line is pathetically negative and 
represents an organisation with no effective 
positive strategy in either political or military 


FIGHTING M THE 

SEWER 

THE SQUABBLE between rats in the fascist 
National Front is not, as many capitalist news- 
papers would like us to believe, a contradiction 
between fascists and non-fascists. It is a struggle 
taking place in the largest gutter on the right 
fringe between fascists who differ only about 
the image their organisation should try to put 
over to the people of Britain. 


The "populists" in the NF want to oust Tyndall 
and Webster from their positions on the fascist 
directorate in order to replace them with more 
"respectable" fascists. They fear that they will 
never be able to win a mass base as long as 
well-known Nazis like Tyndall and Webster 
remain in the NF. Tyndall and his fellow rats, 
however, demand fascist "purity" on true Nazi 
lines, although they too try to play down their 
days of running around waving swastikas. 

But - and this is the important issue - there 
is no fundamental difference in terms of the 


Will you be a'VOP'reporter? 

This socialis-tnewspaper wishes to gei for the class struggle, in every area of 

WORKERS AND OTHER PROGRESSIVE PEOPLE IN BRITAIN THERE ARE INJUSTICES BEING COWIT- 
CITIES, TOWNS At® VILLAGES THROUGHOUT BRIT" TED DAILY AGAINST WORKERS AND THEIR FAMIL - 
AIN TO ACT AS RE£UI^ WOICE OF THE PEOPLE J[ES, IN YQU£ AREA THIS WILL 


THIS NEWSPAPER, WRITE IN TO 


.4 


Correspondents,’ Corespondents’ would SoJ'why not volunteer "to be -a B &# CORRES- 

Ti 


SEND IN NEWS STORIES THAT SHOULD HAVE A 
NATIONAL AS WELL AS A LOCAL SIGNIFICANCE 


PONDENT FOR YOUR AREA, IHIS DOES NOT MEAN 
THAT YOU HAVE TO ACCEPT EVERYTHING SAID IN 


THE, FOOT OF THE BACK PASS . U0N’T WORRY IF 
YOU VE NEVER WRITTEN A THING FOR PUBLIC- 
ATION BEFORE IN YOUR LIFE, It'S YOUR EX- 
PERIENCE AND THAT OF OTHERS THAT S IMPORT- 
ANT. SO, WHY NOT GET IN TOUCH NOW AND HELP 
US TO HELP YOU EXPOSE CAPITALIST INJUSTICE 


Voice of the People 


THIS NEWSPAPER has regularly warned its 
readers of a real threat of a police state 
developing in Britain. It has provided 
evidence to support that claim to counter 
those who might say or think that it is 
being "alarmist". More evidence becomes 
available almost daily. The cutting from 
a recent issue of "The Guardian" is yet 
another sharp reminder that the threat of 
a fascist dictatorship is no myth, and that 
the class enemy, the capitalists, and its 
politicians are making their plans right 
now. 

Phillip Goodhart, M.P., in his statement 
reproduced on the right, exposes the fact 
that he is himself an advocate of terror- 
ism. ... terrorism against the working class. 
For make no mistake about it, when he 
talks of dealing with "the growing threat 
from terrorists" he is really thinking of 
ways and means of violently suppressing 
all in this country who want to put an 
end to capitalism in order to replace it 
with a democratic workers' state. 

Goodhart is the one who should be locked 
away for advocating the fascistic sup- 
pression of class-conscious workers and 
others who are organising for basic change. 
The working class must be extremely vigil- 
ant when faced with such threats; to fore- 
warn is to forearm. 

What the Special Branch snoopers and pro- 
vocateurs need is less not more power. 

OPPONENT OF COMMUNISM 

Goodhart is a violent opponent of commun- 
ism and uses the well-worn arguments of 


POLICE STATE 


Computer prints to 
curb terror urged 

By our own Reporter 

Telephone tappings, identity “Torture should have no pia.-r 
cards, and a computerised in a democratic society but the 
national fingerprints register end of • in depth - interrogation 
must be considered in Britain in. Northern Ireland led to a 
to deal with the growing threat drying up of an important 
from terrorists, says a back- source of operational intrilj- 
bench Conservative MP. gcncc. It is doubtful whether 

Mr Philip Goodhart, MP for we have yet achieved the right 
Beckenham and joint secretary balance in our interrogation 
of the Conservative backbench rules and procedures and the 
1922 Committee, calls for an problem ought to be looked *t 
expansion of the Special Branch again.” 

Mr Goodhart sets out his 
■ / numnhfll n'l Knvhia views on combating terrorism 
ronsm, in a pamphlet published jn The c)jmate £ collapse, 

"inevitably the methods used fSjXS&Hg* F ° reign AffairS 

!«frror fsm'ln vol vf'work l< t haWs He wr " es W^ngly of a 

disagreeable Telerhones ttdil movement monitoring system '* 
JV., developed by a British firm ami 
ha\6 to 1)P tapped. Letters muse installed in West Germany on 
be opened. Informers must be " massive scale^ It a lows an 
be lrt nl 'n tori'" immigration officer to transmit 

nntorf Inri flioH 0 " 1 b a ' traveller s photograph and 

"°« “& argucf that the 

the U free f hand S fn°intLrr<Uat'inn ldent "- v within five minutes. So 
n^nolmfres that "ic far - he says, the British Govern- 

fhe KCR in h Russia 3 he sivs ment " has dithered on the 
Hie Kf.R in Russia, he says. brink ■■ of ordering the system 

If you want to fight the threat of a 
fascist police state in Britain then write 
now to the address at the foot of the back 
pare . 


"reds under the bed". He also claims to b< 
against workers making a socialist revolut 
because "that would lead to a Big Brother 
state in Britain". What a sick joke! 

For what is Goodhart himself advocating 
but a capitalist Big Brother Police Stati 
in which all progressive people would be 
under the constant surveillance of the 
British secret police, the Special Branch 
would have their finger prints on a maste: 
computer; would have their phones tapped 
Cas many already are) ; would have their 
letters opened; and would be subjected to 
traps set by agent provocateurs who, he 
says, "must be planted". Every wotd woul< 
be monitored by paid informers, and 
"noted and filed". 

Just as the new-style capitalist class in 
the once-great Soviet Union resorts to 
torture to protect itself against a new 
revolution, so Goodhart and his gang want 
to set in motion a system of torture in 
Britain. Wife would be asked to inform on 
husband, son and daughter on parents. And 
as usual, he concocts images of immigrant! 
being used as the butt for the introductii 
of police-state type "monitoring systems' 

It is the people who should investigate 
Goodhart and his gang. And they should 
take a specially close look to find out 
whether he is not himself a paid agent, 
a political mouthpiece of the American 
Central Intelligence Agency who no doubt 
supports - if it does not actually plan 
and organise - everything this foul 
capitalist dreg spews from his anti-peopl« 
mouth. 


Don , t be blinded by army propaganda 

* hope we killed the^unt" .Till incidlrit was 


THE PICTURE OF THE TERRIBLE INJURIES 


hope 

barely mentioned in the capitalist-controlled 
press here in Britain. And while the picture 
published on the front page was surely "dramatic" 
enough, it was suppressed^ - FFiTsTs quite common, 
as the VOP has shown before -while at the same 
time front-page coverage was being given to 
far less serious events in the north. After waiting 
a long time the British government gave Mrs. 

Groves some money in'eompensation * 1 . But as one 
worker commented at the time:" No amount of cash* on 
can compensate you for your eyes" . 


inflicted by the British army on Mrs. Groves 
of Andersonstown, Belfast, which appears on 
the left-hand side of this issue , is a never-to- 
be-forgotten reminder of the reality of the 
role of the army in north-east occupied Ireland. 
It was on the morning of 4 November, 1971, 
that Mrs. Groves happened to open a window 
in her house at 79, Tullymore Gardens in Ander- 
sonstown. The Parachute Brigade was conducting 
a search. Witnesses heard them scream "Close 
your fucking window". She was then shot in 
the face. The rubber bullet smashed the bridge 
of her nose and Mrs. Groves was blinded for life 
People in the area at the time listening to their 
radios have stated that they definitely heard 
soldiers using walkie-talkie equipment say "I 


PROPAGANDA 

The propaganda machine of the millionaire 
ruling class continues today as for the last six 
years of armed occupation to distort the real role 
of the army in the northern part of Ireland. 

Day in day out in their press, and on their radio 


and their television the army is made out to be 

there "for the good of the people" Ask Mrs. 
Groves if that's true. Ask the hundreds of inmate: 
of the political concentration camps. Ask the 
families and friends of the Derry Dead. The truth 
is that the British capitalist class has millions tiec 
up in business, banking and land in the north. 
That's what the troops are there to protect. 

And more and more people here in Britain are 
coming to know the truth. In a major recent survt 
conducted by "NEW SOCIETY" 55%of those 
interviewed were in favour of a referendum 
the withdrawal of the troops, and 49% said 
that if it took place they would vote for with- 
drawal. The "VOP" will carry on demanding 
THE COMPLETE WITHDRAWAL OF THE ARMY; 
RELEASE OF ALL PATRIOTIC POLITICAL PRIS- 
ONERS;SELF -DETERMINATION FOR THE IRISH 
PEOPLE. The army has blinded Mrs. Groves. We 
must not be blinded by army propaganda . 



^ter#jit | [frr ! iji' i nn l 





THE BOSSES’ LITTLE MAN 

Chorus 

Let him go let him tarry, 
let him sink or let him swim, 

He doesn't give a damn for us 
and we don't care for him, 

He sits on his arse in Whitehall 
working out his plans, 

To con us workers rotten, 
he's the bosses' little man. 

1) Now Wilson, Thorpe and Thatcher, 

they're all the bloody same, 

They're all so busy working 

to protect the bosses' game, 

Now its Wilson's turn to con us 
with his 'social contract' trick, 

But we'll tell him and his government 
that they just make us sick. 

2) My boss he said, "I'll cut your pay, 

I'll sack you when I like," 

I told him if he tried it 
that we'd all come out on strike! 

"Oh no", he said, "You can't do that, 
Jack Jones keeps you in line, 

'Cos he's in Wilson's pocket, 
and Harold he's in mine." 


Chorus 

3) My boss then said that profits 
are just payment for his brains. 

But I told him that us workers 
can lose nothing but our chains, 
Harold Wilson said that class war 
is a very wicked sin, 

But we'll show him that us workers 
have the whole wide world to win. 

4) Now Harold and his cronies, 
say inflation can be solved, 

By bringing down our wages, 
putting millions on the dole, 

But the only unemployment 

we workers contemplate, 

Is all the bosses out of work 
in our new workers' state. 

Chorus 

5) Now he wears his Gannex raincoat 
and he smokes his little pipe. 
Pretends he's just like you and me, 
but that's a load of tripe, 

He says he loves us workers, 
a lump comes to me throat. 

But the only time he say it 
is when he wants our vote. 
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wants. ..gri^in , to., Iff corns.,; 


• •• Nobody 

■di&tatac&im But to hel1 with 


politicians; here is what a great dictator could do. 

First, he would not spend the summer haggling with 
the top brass of industry and unions whose ability to 
deliver what they manage to agree is, if anything, even 
lefSs than their ability to agree on anything worth 
delivering. Our great dictator’s office habits would follow 
Herr 'Schacht’s example . When he became German cur- 
rency commissioner on November 12, 1923, he appointed 
no staff, attended no department meetings and answered 
no letters ••• % 

Total-freeze ^ 

In Britain in 1975, the great dictator’s first decree would 
be 16 impose a total freeze on all wages and prices; and 
also on the cash budgets of government departments, 
local authorities and some, nationalised industries- 

^This would cause a sharp rise in yn^mplgypi^: in the 
private sector because of the money squeeze, in the public 
sector because departments could not keep within their 
cash budgets except by sacking labour. The great dicta- 
tor would do nothing, at first, to soften this unemploy- 
ment. On the contrary, his second decree should be 
aimed at considerably increasing it. 


^^^THIS paper has consistently 


“The Economjst” 
Demands Fascist 
Dictatorship 

warned of the threat ot tascist dicta 


fictatorship in Britain. DOV 

THE LEFT-HAND COLUMN are reproduced several key passages from an important art- 
icle entitled "The Great Dictator" that appeared in the leading establishment journal "THE ECOI 
OMIST" of 14-20 June. DOWN THE TWO RIGHT-HAND COLUMNS appear comments from the 
/'VOICE OF THE PEOPLE". Readers should also see :, NEW WORKSHOP TALKS" on page nine. 

THERE ARE FORCES who favour Britain becom- the more frankly that I too, as leader of the 

ing a dictatorship and "The Economist" is one of Reichsbank, avow from the bottom of my hear 

them. It is interesting to note that a one-time my devotion to the Leader of the German Rei< 
"Economist" reporter is Brian Crozier who current- to the People's Chancellor, ADOLF HITLER" 
ly heads the CIA front organisation Institute for 
the Study of Conflict (see article on page 6)with 
offices in Northumberland Ave. , London, W.l. 


Ban on restrictive practices 

This second decree would ban all known restrictive labour 
practices and make overmanning in all places of pro- 


duction illegal r the great dictator would rule that: (T 


where a company had plant and equipment similar to that 
used by others at home or abroad, no restrictions on its 
manning would be allowed. The test: is there an excess of 
employment over the best practices elsewhere? (2) Jobs 
can be done by anybody able to do them, regardless of 
how long it has taken him or her to learn. Time-serving 
apprenticeships, to te abolished. The test: ability to do the 


job. (3) Public departments, local authorities ~and the 
separate plants or pits etc of nationalised industries to 
submit efficiency audit reports within four weeks-showing 
(a) what is done on each job and (b) how many do it. 
The standards of the least efficient plants of national- 
ised industries and units of local or central government 
to be raised to match those of the most efficient units 
with comparable conditions, by sacking redundant labour . 


• •• fe-employing in productive occupations labour 
which is at present artificially overmanning jobs. 

• • • he also works harder , strikes less , and- 
above all— jjoes not, demanj.that mprc tbaa.twp.mffl d< 
one man’s iob .» • • 

The '<fiitial freeze and subsequent orders for price cuts 
would cause huge distortions. The^wwjidteunfairai 
between the worker who got his pay rise yesterday ant 
one due for his tomorrow. They would bankrupt some 
companies which planned to catch up on yesterday 1 ' 


And who is this hero that "The Economist" bases 
its model dictator for Britain on? None other 
than Herr Schacht. And what did he stand for? 
The following will give us a clue:" I can say all 


(Source of quote -page 26, "Fascism Make or 
Break", by R. Braun, published by Martin Law 
rence.) It is thus clear beyond all doubt that 
this leading capitalist economic journal is ad\ 
eating a fascist dictatorship to solve the curre 
crisis. 


THE PURPOSE OF A FASCIST DICTATORSHIP 
is not to freeze prices or do anything progressive 
for the working masses. A 1 1 such talk is mere 
demagogy aimed at winning the people over to 
support fascist policies. Fascism is the “most brutal 
assault on all rights of the working class. 

A freeze of the meagre resources of local auth- 
orities and many government departments would 
severely affect the working class who always 
bear the brunt of such freezes and cutbacks, par- 
ticularly in the fields of social welfare, educat- 
ion, medical facilities and so on. The rich back- 
ers of such a dictatorship can always find the 
money to obtain such facilities for themselves. 

The fascist dictatorship would result in massive 
unem ployment which would vastly exceed that of 


the thirties. The fascists want mass unemploynr 
so as to reduce the demand for goods and servl 
thereby hoping to keep prices stable. But sucf 
stability, even if it could ever be achieved, 
would be at a huge costs to millions of workii 
class families. "The Economist" and its dream: 
of fascist dictatorship in Britain are based on 
mass poverty, mass unemployment and mass mi 
for millions. The whole burden of the crisis of 
capitalism and imperialism would be thrust wil 
venom onto the backs of working class men, 
women, and children. And if they didn't acce 
it willingly, then the fascist dictatorship woul 
use all means at its disposal - including the ar 
the police, the courts and the prisons to ram i 
down working class throats. THAT IS FASCIS/ 


THE FASCIST DICTATORSHIP would aim to crush other perks to side with, or at least not oppose 

I working class opposition to it, the trade unions the ruling class of its own country. — often 
and certainly all revolutionary communist working highly skilled workers, and the like). Apparen 


class organisations. Workers here would have to 
work like dogs for the dictatorship and produce 


the fascist dictatorship would not be prepared 
continue at the same level the bribery of this 


to the same level as that of any capitalist society strata of the working class and would seek to 


cost increases in tomorrow’s prices. 

When an express train is heading for the back of al 
stationary local it is foolish not to apply the emergency I 
brakes because suitcases will fall from the racks and I 
some injuries will be sustained. Jhe great dictator would I 
not listen to any cries of “ouch” during the initial I 
months of stage one. But he would explain what would | 
happen in stage two. For wages, stage two would start on 
synchropay day. 

During the first nine months of the total wage freeze all 
trade unions would be encouraged to prepare and com- 
pare their 1976 claims. In the tenth month, collective 
bargaining would be allowed but strikes forbidden. 
During th e eleventh month, strikes would be allowed butl 


in the world. The worker would thus be reduced 
I domestically to working like the slave in the 
lmost backward of colonial regime. 

I The abolition of apprenticeships, that is the 
(right to learn a trade properly, would be aimed 
lat the Labour Aristocracy (i.e. that section of 
Ithe working class in an imperialist country 
Iwhich has been bribed with higher wages and 


weaken its economic status, in its mad drive fo 
increased productivity. 

Every job in nationalised industries, public 
departments, local authorities and the like wo 
be under the dictatorship's stop Watch, mass 
sackings would take place and those left woult 
have to do the work of two or three people. 


claims would have to be settled by a set date at its end. 

Those claims that were not settled by synchropay day 
would go to instant arbitration with one hard-and-fast 
rule, pie arbitrator could not split the difference between 
the union’s last demand and the employer’s last offer. 
He must plump for one or the other. 

If the norm looked like being around 5 per cent, trade 
unionists would be very unlucky to be represented by a 
wild man who asked for 40 per cent; the employers could 
then offer 0 per cent and expect to get away with it. A 
reasonable union leader who asked for 6 per cent would 
be much more likely to succeed; the employers would 
then probably offer 4 per cent. 

Settlements would be payable from the first anniversary 
of the freeze — the synchropay day. During the thirteenth 
month, the effect of settlements on the retail price index 
would be calculated. All pay increases wou ld then be * 
reduce d by this amount ••• Perhaps sur- 

prisingly, the great dictator would allow relief to some] 
lame ducks. One condition: when any company applied for 
help, there must be resignations by all its directors and 
sacking of all its existing shop stewards. 

As there would be heavy unemployment in the initial 
months, it would be important not to allow demand to 
fall abruptly through the multiplier effect: unemployment 
pa wand redundancy payments should therefore certainly 
be 'kept high, and should indeed be subsidised. 

• •• the great dictator would cut corporation tax 
.and provide other investment incentives to companies. 
••How much of a threat to freedom would there reallv 
be in all this? There would be some unpleasantnesses 


RE-EMPLOYMENT "IN PRODUCTIVE LABOUR" 
is the clever way of saying that the unemployed 
should be forcibly set to work in work camps 
or under close surveillance on major schemes 


of construction to meet the production plans of 
the dictatorship. Mussolini, Hitler, Moseley., 
all leading fascists have advocated such "re-ei 
loyment in productive labour". 


HERE "THE ECONOMIST" refers to the German 
worker. Not the real one but the one we are 
always hearing about in the capitalist press. 

The truth is that the class struggle operates in 
Germany as elsewhere and German workers do 
go on "strike, do try to safeguard their jobs by 
insisting that one man does not do the work of 
two, and on average works at the same rate as 
iworkers in Britain or in any other capitalist 


country. "The Economist" is playing the old 
game of whipping up national chauvinism to ir 
cite the workers of one country against the wo 
kers of another to get them both to produce me 
for their rulers - their respective capitalist bos 
ses. Chauvinism and racism are major tools of 
fascist dictatorships. 




I 


WAGE INCREASES would be organised on an 

"unfair" basis. Nice and handy for turning wor- 
ker against worker I The companies allowed to 
"bankrupt" would no doubt be small busines- 
ses which the big monopolies in a fascist state 
would force out. Ample evidence of the anti- 
lower middle class policies of fascist dictator- 
ship. "The Economist" demands a right little 
nazi : one who even considered crying "ouch" 
would be no good for the job. Under the fascist 


SHOP STEWARDS would be there for the sack- 
ing, and unemployment pay would be permitted 
but only because the capitalists need the unem- 
ployed to purchase their products. 


dictatorship workers are promised the "freedom 

to strike one month per year! Were that to be 
the case it would amount to the taking away o 
the right to strike ,fought for for more than a 
century ; but in reality all strikes would be on 
lowed completely for twelve months every yea 
It's not difficult to see whose side "the arbitra 
tor" is on . Under the dictatorship even the 
meagre wage rises permitted would be reduced 
on the pretext that they had caused increases i 


While corporation tax would be cut millions 
would be on the dole. Oh yes , " THERE 
WOULD BE SOME UNPLEASANTNESS ." M 


Voice of the People pa r 





well , 


The cost of soap, cotton, doth 

coal and paraffm is exactly the 
same as it was 20 years ago 
Prices of locally produced lighl 
industrial goods, such as cooking 
pots, radios, enamelware and 
drugs used for medicine have 
been reduced by 80 per cent. 

Further, the cost of gas for 
home consumption has been 
reduced with the growth of the 
petroleum industry in China. 


Daily 

Telegraph) 


CHINA 
ESCAPES 
INFLATION 


By CLARE HOLLINGWORTB 
in Peking 

INDUSTRIAL wages have 
risen in Peking and 
Shanghai by about 15 to 20 
per cent, over the past 20 
years. But . the price of 
essential foods and goods 


Good, simple meals 
ad dumpling can be 
i workers’ canteens 
,nently eat in them — fc 
three pence, whilst re: 
serve meals to the Chi 
25 to 50 pence. 

Other living expenses 
rent, electricity, water a 
portation have not 
Rent generally accoi 
:hree to five per cent 
workers’ earnings. 

So. over the past two 
1 the standard of living in 

- rities has improved and 
s have been able to buy 

- cent, more “luxury goo< 
t as wrist watches and 

machines. 


A Workers Noteboo 


them and us’ 
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BLACK & WHITE UNITE 
AND FIGHT FASCISM 
AND RACISM'. 


The brutal suppression of Irish patriots in the 
jails in the south continues and the net of repres- 
sion grows daily wider. In Curragh concentration 
camp for example, two dozen "non political" 
prisoners are being held in military custody under 
the fVison Bill of 1972 and are largely placed be- 
yond the jurisdiction of civilian courts. Long 
hunger strikes have taken place against this fas- 
cist development. In recent months three suicides 
have been reported from Dublin jails, namely 
Mountjoy, Bridewell, and St. Patrick's Institu- 
tion, where another 18 year old youth set fire to 
his cell in protest at being denied access to a 
solicitor while on remand. In Port Laoise jail 
patriots have conducted militant campaigns to 
expose and sweep away the humiliating, rotten 
conditions they have to endure: bad food, no 
sick bay, visitors harassed, being locked up for 
12 hours a day, no recreation or handicraft faci- 
lities,brutal early morning searches, continual 
harassment by prison guards. In the course of a 
recent protest action many were badly injured 
by Gardai and warders and the picture shown 
here gives some idea of the treatment meted out 
to imprisoned patriots. It Is imperialist lackeys 
like Justice Minister Cooney who will one day 
in the not too distant future find, themselves in- 
side the jails of the south of an independent and 
free Ireland. 


It is becoming clearer why £1| billion of 
workers' taxes have been poured into Bri- 
tish Leyland. The firm's current £42,000 
a year Deputy Chairman is to be squeezed 
out by forcing £378,000 compensation into 
his hands. Lord Stokes, current chairman 
thinks this "reasonable" but since he is 
also in danger of being similar ly"squeezed 
out',' he obviously has an eye on even higher 
recompense for services rendered. 


food, 5.1% for fuel and light , and 4.3 % for 
clothing. Southern legislation has imposed 
a corporate 'National Wage Agreement 'on 
phe working class. One of the carrots it 
offers to workers is fictitious wage rise ~ 
in tune with rises in the retail 
price index. The last three months' rise 
supposedly entitles all workers to a 5% 
wage Increase compared to a 6.1% increase 
in price levels. But many firms refuse to 
pay or are invoking an "inability to pay 
clausej^t^jre^ themselves off the hook. 

The" latest Financial Times survey shows 
that for 216 major companies, trading pro- 
fit rose by 9.7% totalling £1,666 million. 
But of these / 43 companies in general engi- 
neering raised their profit levels by 20.5% 
while in the capital goods sector, levels 
rose by 31. 7%j 8 companies in food manu- 
facturing increased their profits by 36.5%. 
Enough said ! 


The campaign 'Reading People 
Against Racism and Fascism' is aimed at winning 
the broadest possible unity in the struggle 
against these twin products of capitalist society 
Its work is being actively sabotaged and slander 
ed by the Reading Branch of the trotskyite IMG, 
(International Marxist Group). IMG oppose the 
slogan "Black and White Unite and Fight Racism 
and Fascism" and ignorantly suggest that it den- 
ies the right of black people to organise inde- 
pendently. They oppose the campaign's name 
as being "pretentious," i.e. they prefer to orga- 
nise committees rather than mobilise the masses; 
they have obstructed the unity and efficiency of 
the campaign by inefficiency and indiscipline. 
"Readi ng People Against Racism and Fascism" 
have therefore excluded the IMG from its com- 
mittee and urges all honest supporters of the 
IMG and other serious anti-fascists to unite in 
the struggle of the RPARAF. 


Sir Monty Finniston, state boss of the Bri- 
tish Steel Corporation, has a clear liking 
for "natural wastage". 20,000 workers are 
to be shaken out of the steel industry. It 
also seems that Finniston wastes some £150, 
000 a year employing a team of six pilots 
to operate the BSC air-fleet, comprising 
two Hawker Siddley 125 's (at £36Q,000 each) 
and two Cessna 421 's, which are, currently 
up for sale at £70,000 a piece. No arithme- 
tic needed to evaluate that package in 
terms of steelworkers' average wage packets. 


TGWU National Executive member, Morris 
Campbell is the bosses' ideal trade union 
scab. Convenor at his factory (Berry 
Wiggins - oil and bitumen manufacturers) , 
since 1962, the board of directors felt 
that Mr Campbell had earned his place with 
them on the board, as a workers' represen- 
tative! "Its just a further extension of 
what we are doing already", said Mr Camp- 
bell, and little surprise since this sell- 
out sees no conflict of interest between 
bosses and workers. According to the mana- 
gement, labour relations had "always been 
excellent" , and this was a just reward for 
Campbell 's services. 


BY Tf€ 


ISri^ BRITAIN 


This interesting and important document 
can be obtained by sending 40p plus 9p 
postage to the address at the foot of the 
back page. 


The vile anti -working class spokesmen among 
the Labour Party leaders are some of the most de- 
generate specimens the ruling class can throw up 
to combat the just demands of working people. 
Take 'Lord' George Brown(former Labour minister) 
who recently spoke on television urging the gov- 
ernment to enforce an immediate wage freeze, 
massive cuts in public expenditure ( on hospitals 
and schools) and send in the troops to quash any 
resistance. Brown currently earns some £200 per 
week from business sources. £12 a day for atten- 
ding the House of Lords and at least £150 for 
newspaper articles plus handsome fees for TV 
appearances . 

In Ireland inflation is driving the liv- 
ing standards of the mass of working people 
of the south below' of ficial' poverty levels 
10% of the working population (or 106,000 
the equivalent of over 2,000,000 in Brit- 
ain) is unemployed. Consumer prices have 
•risen by 24.5% in the year ending mid-May 
1975, compared with a 20% increase in the 
year ending mid- November 1974. Living 
costs rose 6.1% alone between mid-Feb and 
mid- May 1975: 9.7% for transport ,9.6% for 


BELOW LEFT: The hideous fraud which under- 

lies the myth of" socialism" in the Soviet 
Union is potently exposed by this board 
meeting of US executives of the Pepsi-Cola 
Company in Moscow, under a portrait of the 
great revolutionary socialist Lenin. These 


capitalist magnates were celebrating a 
deal to set up Cola plants in the USSR and 
obtain exclusive rights over Russian cham- 
pagne marketing in the USA. While Russia 
degenerates more rapidly than ever, China, 
a genuine socialist state serves its peoplt 
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TWO SUPER POWERS SPY IN BRITAIN 


SPYING ON A MASSIVE SCALE is being carried 
out in Britain by the undercover agencies of the 
two main superpowers, the USA and the Soviet 
Social lmperialist$(socialist in words, imperialist 
in deeds). The global and ideological context of 
their spying rests upon their simultaneous collus- 
ion and struggle in pursuit of world hegemony. At 
present Britain is primarily under the influence of 
the USA despite her membership of the EEC. It is 
Russia's concern to see Britain move out of the 
sphere of influence of the USA and into its own 
imperialist orbit. The political, economic and geo- 
graphical strategic position of Britain is of great 
significance to both of these superpowers. 

THE AMERICAN CIA 

The recent Rockefeller report on the American 
CIA was aimed at placating public opinion, not 
at bringing to light the subversive activities of 
that secret body. Hence all references of a det- 
ailed nature to assassinations, including those of 
world figures were deleted. It is no secret, how- 
ever, that the CIA murdered the African leader, 
Patrice Lumumba, failed in its attempts to assas- 
sinate Castro, and seriously contemplated killing 
De Gaulle. Rockefeller's report does however re- 
veal spying, financing the activities of subversive 
front organisations and pro-US imperialist cultu- 
ral fronts and journals; subverting trade unions, 
financing counter-revolution; infi Itrating foreign 


government services, setting up ClA-fronT student 
organisations and planting agent -provocateurs. 
The report reveals, for example, that the CIA has 
spent some$20 million in propping up the right- 
wing Christian Democrat Party in Chile and was 
responsible for the fascists' overthrow of President 
Allende. Within the US the CIA has been exposed 
for the illegal surveillance of individuals, inter- 


Left-Insti tute for the Study of Conflict 
Right- Brian Crozier CIA man 

ception of mail, phone tapping, infiltration of 
organisations, trading in arms, and trafficking in 
drugs. In 1973 the report states 4,350,000 items 
of mail were intercepted. 

BRITAIN 

One of the earliest examples of the CIA funding 
a British organisation is, as the "Sunday Times" 


reports, its involvement in the early 1950's 
"European Movement".Churchill, a foundi 
president of the E.M. certainly knew of C 
backing , according to information supplie 
Thomas W Braden, former CIA executive n 
ible for secret funding of organisations. Di 
Sandys was another leading light in the E. 
Wilson, Heath and Thorpe have all more re 
been Joint Presidents. 

Recent articles in "Time Out" expose the I 
that of the 77 accredited US diplomats in I 
13 are definitely CIA agents, who are norr 
listed as ‘attaches' or 'analysts'. 

A prominent British link-man for the CIA i: 
Crozier (one- time "Economist" writer, see 
4) and broad caster. Moving on from the "E< 
mist" Crozier became top man in London f< 
CIA front "Forum World Features", an inte 
nal anti -communist news feature agency, 
was simultaneously running the counter- re 
tionary fascistic "Institute for the Study of 
flict", with its HQ in Northumberland Ave 
London. One of Crozier's closest colleagu 
there is the notorious Brigadier Sir Robert < 
Thompson, right-wing militarist "expert" > 
was formerly security chief in Malaysia, b 
the British Military Mission in Vietnam, ar 
viser to both Nixon and Kissinger and to tl 
National Security Council, which unsurpri 
governs the work of the CIA. Crozier and ' 
son are known to be associates of Kitson, c 
continued on j 




Abortion - a woman's right to choose 


TENS OF THOUSANDS of people recently 
demonstrated against James White's amendment 
to the 1967 Abortion Act and in support of A 
WOMAN'S RIGHT TO CHOOSE WHAT HAP- 
PENS TO HER OWN BODY. They had many 
good reasons to do so. 

Unless a woman is free to plan her pregnancies 
she is not free to plan her work or to try as best 
she can to live some sort of decent life under 
capitalism until it is overthrown. Abortion is 
an extension of contraception and research 
.shows conclusively that it is possible to do it 
.easily and safely in the early stages, when 
there can be no question of the foetus being 
a human being. 

The decision to have an abortion is not a light 
one but it is often a necessary one. Rich women 
hove always been free to choose. It is the poor 
, who have had to resort to back street butchers 
. if abortion tis illegal. And they often end up 
dead or maimed. In Italy for example it is 
officially estimated that 2,000 women 
died last year at the hands of back street 
abortionists. 

The 1967 Abortion Act did not give women the 
real freedom to choose - it was still the doctor's 
decision - but it did make abortion more easily 
c*vai table in this country and dramatically re- 


duced deaths from illegal abortion. The James 
White amendment would drive thousands of women 
to their deaths and maim many thousands more- 
over 80% of abortions since the 1967 Act was 
passed were granted on the "social clause", that 
is the abortion was agreed by the doctor for 
social reasons, such as the pressure of increased 
poverty resulting from another child being born 
into the family. Under White's amendment the 
"social clause" would be wiped away. 

Under the guise of stopping racketeering James 
White and his type would encourage it and launch 
an all-out attack on working class women. The 
proposal also reverses the principle that you are 
innocent until proven guilty. And in a criminal 
abortion case the prosecutor would remain anon- 
ymous. It would also be illegal for a woman 
TO SPEAK about her abortion experience, or 
for a Citizens' Advice Bureau or social worker 
to give advice about abortion. The amendment 
inserts the words "grave "risk to the life of a 
pregnant woman and "serious" injury to physical 
or mental health, etc. These two words "grave" 
and "serious" are vague and open to all sorts of 
interpretations. They would mean that the follow- 
ing categories of women could not get an abort- 
ion, unless they could scrape together three 
hundred pounds for a private doctor or were pre- 


pared to risk their lives in some grimy bad 

street abortion parlour: 

Rape victims; girls under 16; unsuppc 
mothers;women who would have to g 
up their jobs; women in the menopai 
when the risk of having a handicap] 
child is greater; women with severe 
ancial difficulties;women whose ma 
would be threatened by pregnancy, 
with many other categories. 

The anti -abortion proposals are an attack 
civil liberties aimed at the working class. 
The reactionary Labourite MP, Leo Abse I 
said:"The ease of abortion coarsens our so 
and undermines respect for the sanctity of 
and represents "a Hitlerian disregard for t 
disabled, the weak and the aged ".If he ii 
worried about the sanctity of life he shou 
about the lives of hundreds of thousands o 
and maimed women -mostly workers- and 
interesting to note that his own policies h 
a lot in common with those of the Nazis, 
banned abortion for the Aryan race. It ha 
said that some doctors who support the So 
for the Protection of the Unborn Child are 
Y/illing to abort or sterilise black women. 
NO, MR. ABSE, IT IS CAPITALISM THAT < 
SENS OUR SOCIETY. And only when wor 
class men and women and their allies hav 
gled together to end capitalism and build 
ism will a woman's right to choose be gua 


_ " How long must we suffer" 

\giiS!§ 8 


Dear 'Voice of the People' , 

In a recent 

article , you reported upon the plight of 
thousands of workers who are forced to 
live in high rise flats and crumbling Vic- 
torian slums. I feel that you only have 
scratched the surface. For me the social 
injustices inflicted upon workers who 
have no choice but to live under these 
conditions is inexcusable. 

As you well knew, the given reason for 
erecting these concrete clad, steel pyra- 
mids is to rid the towns and cities of 
slum housing. The truth is that one total- 
ly unacceptable environment is slowly 
being replaced with another. Often we hear 
of young mothers who are unable to cope 
with the stress and the tensions of living 
in the clouds, of the old, many who are 
alone, frightened and totally unaware of 


the life that passes them by. People who 
are wrenched from the place of their birth 
with no more emotion that you would show 
if weeding a row of vegetables Often 
their rents are increasing by as much as 
200%, so is it any wonder that the older 
folk yearn to return to the slums where 
at least they had friends , limited happiness 
and an identity. 

• , Recently it was disclosed in London , 
that if you happen to live a hundred feet 
or more above the ground you have no 
chance of being rescued by a ladder in the 
event of fire ! as there is no sprinkler 
system, limited alarm bells and no public 
phones you just have to hope that someone 
smells you roasting and promptly informs 
the fire brigade.. It is also a fact that 
many blocks of flats have only one stair- 
case, so if there's a fire on a lower 
floor landing, its possible that a major 
disaster could occur. It was also revealed 


that never at any time have the authc 
ies discussed fire-drill with high-ri 
tenants. 

The ruling classes cannot possibly 
ify the callous way, that they destre 
working class communities and .condemn 
to a living death in the skies. 

Is a compact community easier to 1 
an eye on? Or is the real reason thai 
cause they are unable to break the pi 
resistance of the workers, they now i 
the mental approach ? 

Inevitably the mass transfer of wi 
from slum to skycoop is doomed to fa j 
for the day will come when (along wii 
thousands of other workers who. live j 
squalid dwellings) they will live in 
clean healthy acceptable environment, 
for how long must the suffering contj 

Mick Bishop, building labourer, 
Reading. 
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JAMES C0NN0L1Y AND HSH 


The " Voice of the People " brings the fol- 
lowing article to its readers' attention 
by way of making a contribution to the 
important discussion of the leading role 
of Jeunes Connolly. The article was writ- 
ten by G. Schuller and first published ii 
Chicago in 1926 , on the tenth anniversary 
of the historic Easter Rising. The intro- 
duction was written by T.J. O'Flaherty. 

The Cork Workers Club reproduced it in 1974, 
The "VOP" apologises for the small print 
but trusts that readers will persevere 
with what is an interesting article . 

The "VOP" does not necessarily agree with 
all the sentiments expressed . 

PLEASE NOTE: This is part two of the 
"VOP" reproduction of this article, part . 
one having appeared in the last issue. 

The final part will appear in the next 
issue. 

The Union with the Peasantry. 

Just as Connolly was convinced ot the necessity of the 
leadership of the working class, so too he realized that 
its fate was inseparably Involved with that of the peas- 
antry, with whom union must be established if national 
and social liberation were to be attained. He stood for 
the Leninist interpretation of this alliance both in the- 
ory and in practice. Since the Irish question, at least 
until the beginning of this century, fundamentally re- 
volved around the question, “Who possesses the land and 
governs?” he took as starting point the understanding 
of the Irish struggle for freedom. 

During the 700 years of British rule the Irish peas- 
antry, which had hitherto owned and tilled the land on 
the basis of a kind of clan kinship, had been robbed of 
their land with the most fearful cruelty. The land was 
given to the British conquerors and their supporters and 
servants. The peasants were driven away and physic- 
ally destroyed by ware, hunger and terror, or remained 
ss tenant farmers. In this way, the peasants came to 
live as tenants on that same ground which in reality be- 
longed to them, and at the same time were obliged to pay 
the landlords scandalously high rents. The result was 
misery amongst the peasants, which was hard to dis- 
tinguish from chronic famine. Ireland produced and ex- 
ported large quantities of corn, but the peasants mainly 
existed on potatoes. 

Every bad potato harvest made a big change for the 
worse in the condition of the peasantry. In 1845-1849. 


FREEDOM 


As a counterpart to this Connolly writes full of ap- 
preciation of the Fenians who in their struggle for na- 
tional freedom and social liberty of the workers joined 
with the Land League, 1. e., the peasants In the struggle 
tor the land: , 

"When the revolutionary nationalists threw in their 
lot fvith the Irish Land League, and made the land 
struggle the basis for their warfare, they were not only 
placing themselves in' touch once more with those In- 
exhausta'ble quarries of material Interests from which 
all the great Irish statesmen from Laurence O’Toole to 
Wolfe Tone drew the stones upon which they build 
their edifice of a militant patriotic Irish organization, 
but they were also, consciously or unconsciously, plac- 
ing themselves in accord with the principles which 
underlie and Inspire the modern movement of Labor.” 

This union of the workers and peasants Connolly de- 
clared to be the basis and inspiration of the modern La- 
bor movement, and in full recognition he points out that 
the principles of the Land League were not only recog- 
nized as Communist, but that the organ of the Land 
League in America, “The Irish World,” bore the sub-title 
of “American Industrial Liberator." 

The agrarian reform was introduced. The causes 
therefore were the pressure brought to bear by the Land 
League movement and the circumstance that the invest- 
ment of capital in Industrial undertakings, because ot 
the competition ot American corn, had become more 
profitable than agriculture in 'Ireland. For this reason, 
the British Parliament, at the close of the last century 
and the beginning of the present, decided upon a series 
of laws enabling the peasants to purchase their land 
from the landlords. The peasants were able to secure 
the land on credit advanced by the State at 49 years’ 
purchase at the rate of four per cent (later three and 
a quarter per cent). The landlords received in addition 
to the market price of their land an additional sum from 
the State varying between three and eight per cent. The 
result of these reforms, or rather this buying out of the 
landlords, was the transformation of Ireland gradually 
from a country of tenants to that ot a country of small 
peasants who owned their own farms. In 1914 there 
were 348,855 peasants who owned their own land and 
217,282 tenant farmers. This latter figure has been re- 
duced still more elnce that time, and today only about 
one- third of the land is held on lease. 


sharper weapons, and a more comprehensive knowledge 
of all the essentials of permanent victory. As the 
Irish septs of the past were accounted Irish or Eng- 
lish according as they rejected or accepted the native 
or foreign -ocial order, as they measured their oppres- 
sion or freedom by their loss or recovery of the col- 
lective ownership of their lands, so the Irish toilers 
from henceforward will base their fight for freedom 
not upon the winning or losing the right to talk in an 
Irish Parliament, but upon their progress towards the 
mastery of those factories, workshops, and farms upon 
which a people’s bread and liberties depend.” 

The correctness of this analysis was proved by the 
role which the peasants played In the civil, war, 1919-1921, 
during which agrarian unrest and arbitrary expropria- 
tion by the peasants took place. 

...to unite the agricultural workers with 
the urban workers 


According to Connolly, Co-operation was one of tile 
most important forms of joint work between peasants 
and workers. Larkin couched his and Connolly's pro- 
gram thus: To organize the workers into unions ac- 
cording to Industry, to join them together into one po- 
litical unit and at the same time to unite the agricul- 
tural workers with the urban workers through Co- 
operation. 

As we will see from the quotation given below, Con- 
nolly went still further. To his mind Co-operatives did 
not only constitute contact between workers and peas- 
ants but also provided the possibility of a Joint Labor 
Party (as we would say today a Farmer-Labor Party). 

His genius penetrated still further. He understood 
that the Co-operatives provided the only way of trans 
forming agriculture under conditions of private owner 
ship to Socialism and after the overthrow of capitalism 
the Co-operatives would act as a means by which the 
conflict between town and country would be overcome, 
and both would be joined together In a unified Socialist 
economy. And Connolly emphasizes: 

“It to that combination of agriculturalists and urban 
laborers' we have just hinted at, as a possibility of co- 
operation upon the economic field, we add the further 
possible development ot an understanding upon the 
political field between these two groups of co-operators 
we begin to realize the great and fundamental change 
now slowly maturing in our midst . . Then when 
to the easily organized laborers of the towns is added 
the staying power of the peasantry, and when repre- 
sentatives appear in the Halls of Legislature voicing 
their combined demands, the Party of Labor which will 
thus manifest itself will speak with a prophetic voice 
when it proclaims *lts Ideal of a regenerated Ireland 
re-conquered for its common people. 



there was a terrible famine, which brought in its wake 
the deaths of several hundred thousands from hunger 
and fever. And during this time Ireland continued to 
export corn for large sums of money. Even today, after 
the agrarian reform, such periods of famine are still 
possible, as was proved by the famine in Ireland in the 
winter of 1924-25, which was particularly rampant among 
the peasants in the West. 

The result ot this condition of the peasantry were 
voiced in many peasant risings and revolts, in which the 
peasantry supplied the mass of the troops until the time 
of the development of the industrial proletariat. In the 
famine years, in 1848, and in the ’70’s under the leader- 
ship of the “Land League" these peasant risings were 
particularly widespread. 

The year 1848 was also marked as a year of disgrace- 
ful weakness and treachery on the part of the petty 
bourgeoisie and the betrayal of a powerful and specially 
hopeful revolutionary mass movement. Connolly writes 
bitterly and with contempt of the leaders of the “Young 
Ireland" movement, who from fear of the social land 
demands of the peasantry lost a favorable possibility for 
revolution and separation from England. Our Irish Gi- 
rondists sacrificed the Irish peasantry on the altar of 


He scorned "revolutionaries" who wanted 
to carry out the rising in a way "respec- 
table" manner 


private property. With scorn he writes (“Labor in Irish 
History") about theae “revolutionaries” who wanted to 
carry out the rising in a "respectable” manner: 

“English army on one side, provided with guns, 
bands and banners: Irish army on the other side, also 
provided with guns, bands and banners, ‘serried ranks 
with glittering steel,’ no mere proletarian insurrection, 
and no interference with the rights of property . . . 
But the crowning absurdity of, all was the leadership 
of William 'Smith O’Brien. He wandered through the 
country telling the starving peasantry to get ready, but 
refusing to allow them to feed themselves at the ex- 
pense of the landlords who had so long plundered, 
starved, and evicted them; he/would not allow his fol- 
lowers to seize upon the carts of grain passing along 
the roads where the people were dying for want ol 
food; at Mmllinahone he refused to allow his followers 
to fell trees to build a barricade across the road until 
they had asked permission of the landlords who owned 
the trees.” 


In spite of these reforms the overwhelming majority of 
peasants even today do not employ hired labor. That is 
to say, the overpowering mass of the Irish country folk 
Is composed of laboring peasants (petty peasants and 
tenant farmers). This peasantry Is oppressed by the 
heavy weight of debt. It is obliged to pay twice as much 
for its own land as it is worth, sb a result of all this In- 
terest, extras and land speculation. 

“Thus the Irish people found themselves robbed in 
very deed for a second time. First, the Britishers took 
their land away from them by force, and then by 
means of Acts of Parliament forced them to pay more 
than double the price for this same land.”* 


The " Gombeen men" , traders and bank capi- 
talists. .. .leeches on the rural populat- 
ion 


In addition to this, there was a further nuisance, the 
“Gombeen men,” traders and bank capitalists, who in 
the small rural places acted as veritable leeches on the 
rural population and were hand in glove with the former 
landlords. 

“Indeed the buying out of the landlords In many 
cases served only to gorge still further the ever- 
rapacious maw of those parasites upon rural llfe.”t 

Connolly cherished no illusions about the land “re- 
form.” He showed up the fact that the mass of the 
peasantry was still steeped in misery and that the neces- 
sity for joint struggle with the workers still existed, was 
even still greater than hitherto. The opponent and ex- 
ploiter had only changed his shape. Formerly that shape 
was that of a feudal capitalist landlord and now the 
peasantry was faced with trade and bank capital and 
the collector of the British government. 

Connolly wrote on the effects of the reforms on the 
land question: 

“But that question so dreaded rises again; it will 
not lie down, and cannot be suppressed. The partial 
success of the Land League has effected a change in 
Ireland, the portent of which but few realize. Stated 
briefly, it means that the recent Land Acts, acting 
contemporaneously with the development of trans- 
Atlantic traffic, are converting Ireland Into a country 
governed according to the conception of feudalism in- 
to a country shaping Itself after capitalist laws of 
trade. That war which the Land League fought, and 
then abandoned, before it was either lost or won, will 
be taken up by the Irish toilers on a broader field with 


"For the only true prophets are they who carve out 
the future which they anuouuce."* 

Connolly, the Revolutionary and Marxist. 

Connolly was proud to declare himself a Marxist. He 
makes frequent reference to Marx in his book, “Labor 
and Irish History," which In itself represents an attempt 
to apply Marxist method to Irish history. He speaks of 
Marx as “the greatest ot' modern thinkers and the first 
scientific Socialist." 

Connolly was enabled to follow a real 
Marxist tactic by the fact of his profound 
understanding of Marxism 


Connolly was enabled to follow a real Marxist tactic 
by the fact of his profound understanding of Marxism, 
lie pursued a real Marxist policy, between the open re- 
formists on the one hand and the pure military revolu- 
tionaries (no rarity in Ireland), the rigid trade unionists 
and the sectarian pseudo- Marxist Socialists on the other. 

Constitutional Fabianism earned his contempt. He was 
fully aware of the advantage of utilizing all legal possi- 
bilities and of the necessity of spending years in organ- 
izing. agitating for the dally struggle on behalf of partial 
demands. But he would countenance no Infringement of 
the recognition that the final issue of all great political 
and social questions could only be decided by force, and 
that Ireland’s liberation from the British imperialist 
yoke and the social emancipation of Its workers was 
only possible through revolutionary channels. He, the 
organizer of industrial trade unions, fought political sec- 
tarianism at the same time. He invited his comrades of 
the Scottish Social Democratic Federataion to drop their 
sectarian scruples (amongst which was the oath of alle- 
giance to king and constitution) and to enter Parliament 
as a political party. 

Connolly was a revolutionary to the core McManus 
once wrote (1919) that Connolly w.as the only Social- 
ist he had met who Judged the social position or political 
crisis from the standpoint of Its revolutionary posslbili- 


•Kernhelzev (“Revolutionary Ireland"), Mosoow, 1921. 
tJ. Connolly, “The Reconquest of Ireland," Dublin, 1914. 

'“Rfconqiiest of Ireland.” 


'continued on page 8 




Super powers spy 

ing army officer wno has just published amarffal 
explaining how the British working class could be 
kept in check by the army. 

The CIA conducts its work in Britain "with the 
knowledge and cooperation of British Intelligence" 
according to a handwritten note to the CIA re- 
port that "Time Out" refers to. And that means 
Labour and Tory cooperation. 


RUSSIAN SPYING 

Spies of the Soviet social imperialists are also 
active in Britain and throughout Europe. The 
Soviet Union ceased after Stalin's death to be a 
genuinely socialist country. Its agents are thus 
interfering in the internal affairs of Britain. It is 
for the British working class and it albne to deter- 
mine the future of this country and the SU can 


only be regarded as a hostile regime concerned 

only with its own imperialist ambitions. In addit- 
ion to its spying activities the SU is politically 
represented in this country by the sorcalled 
"Communist Party of Great Britain" which is vio- 


CIA ‘evidence’ 


The Prime Minister has been 
sent “ evidence ” that the 
American CIA had operated 
secret arms .depots in Britain, 
an. MP said yesterday. 

The details were given to Mr 
Wilson by Mr Gwilym Roberts, 
Labour MP for Cannock. 



Left: recent " Guardian " report. Right: 
the latest Soviet spg , Uikenherg 
lently opposed to socialist revolution in Britain. 
One of the latest Soviet spies to flee the country 
is Ralf Mikenberg. The revolutionary Australian 
^agej^|Vanguard%ecenH^^tedfigure^hicl^^ 


continued from page 7. 

CONNOLLY 

lies. As was worthy of a revolutionary, he occupied 
himself seriously with the political, tactical, and military 
questions of a rising in Ireland. He understood very 
well the Leninist conception that a rising is an “art" 
which has got to be “studied.” 

During the war his journal, “The Workers’ Republic," 
gave the place of honor to studies about risings, street 
fights in Moscow in 1905, Paris in 1830 and in 1848, the 
rising in the Tyrol in 1905, and guerilla warfare in India, 
revolutionary struggles in Mexico, and similar happen- 
ings. At a meeting of the officers of the revolutionary 
Irish Volunteer Army. Connolly was asked during his 
lecture on street lights how it happened that he under- 
stood so much about revolutionary and military ques- 
tions. He smilingly replied "You forget that revolution 
is my business.” (Ryan, “J. Connolly.”) 

It is very worthy of note that Connolly grasped the 
conception of the Soviet Idea. Daniel De Leon influenced 
him very much in this, he had worked jointly with him 
in America. Just as he, so too did Connolly declare that 
the future government and the future division of the 
country would be based not on territory but on pro- 
duction and its component parts and branches. 

Against the Imperialist War. 

'It is a platitude to state- that Connolly as a revolu- 
tionary fighter against imperialism was also an ardent 
fighter against the last imperialist war. The breakdown 
of the Socialist International oppressed him greatly. To 
this was added the complete treachery of the Irish bour- 
geois and petty bourgeois Nationalists. The former, the 
Home Rulers, under Redmond's leadership, went over 
completely to the camp of the British Imperialists- the 
latter, weak and vacillating, expected to get all assist- 
ance from the Germans. From the very beginning Con- 
nolly was quite clear that only by a rising of the work- 
ers could the war be put a stop to, and al-o that such a 
great revolutionary rising would take place. On Angus' 
15, 1914, he wrote to this effect in the Glasgow "For- 
ward.” He expressed to the Scottish comrades the wish 
to fake active part in such a co-ordinated international 
struggle of the workers. 

It Is not clear why Connolly’s Party which had affiliat- 
ed to the Second International had had so little contact 
with the Left Wing of this International. It is quite 
possible that the isolation of Ireland through England 
during the war was responsible for this. 

There was no doubt in Connolly’s mind that the war 
as far as Ireland was concerned would not end without 
a decisive revolutionary struggle and rising. He under- 
stood only too well that this war intensified the crisis 
to a great extent, and must one way or another lead to a 
decision in Ireland. Further, he declared, that there 
never was a more favorable moment than the present for 
•Ireland to fight for its freedom. “England’s difficulty is 
Ireland’s opportunity.” In this sense Connolly preached 
open revolutionary u„‘._ - '-m. 

“But we also believe that in times of war we should 
act as in war . . . We shall continue in season and 
out of season, to teach that ‘the far-flung battle line’ 
of England is weakest at the point nearest its heart, 
that Ireland is in that position of tactical advantage, 
that a defeat of England in India, Egypt, the Balkans 
or Flanders, would not be so dangerous to the British 
Empire as conflict of armed forces in Ireland, that the 
time for Ireland’s Battle is Now— the place for Ire- 
land's Battle is Here.” 

This declaration shows the Leninist spirit which per- 
meated Connolly's policy. 

Connolly looked forward to the pending revolutionary 
struggle in Ireland not merely as an Irish affair, but he 
hoped that it might form the beginning of the interna- 
tional revolution. 

“Starting thus, Ireland may yet set the torch to a 
European conflagration that will not burn out until 
the last throne and the last capitalist bond and deben- 
ture are shrivelled up on the funeral pyre of the last 
war lord.” 

This brings us to the Easter of 1916, the first upheaval 
iu Ireland. 

The Easter Rising. 

Irish bourgeois nationalists and British Socialists 
sought and seek still in vatn for an explanation of Con- 
nolly’s leadership of the Easter rising. Much as these 
latter sympathized with Connolly as a labor leader and 
Socialist they could not understand how he could take 
part in such an act and thus we see the strangest en- 
deavors to explain, or rather to excuse Connolly's atti- 
tude during the Red Easter of 1916. It is no small won- 
der that the Irish rising was either rejected by the Brit- 
ish Labor movement, or in the most favorable instance 
was received with a lack of general understanding. 

Some attributed Connolly’s attitude to the influence of 
his comrade, Pearce, the Republican, who Is said to 
have believed in a mystic manner that every generation 
of Ireland must offer up a blood sacrifice. The others 
explained the rising as a result of Connolly’s depres- 
jlon_and_de.jpair caused by the war and the position of 


Ireland. His decision was also attributed to the fact of 

his bitter sorrow at the breakdown of the Socialist In- 
ternational and his mental rejection of the mutual 
slaughter of the workers of all countries, which Impelled 
him to deal a blow, no matter how few people he could 
win to his side. 

Others explained the rising as a demonstration of the 
wish to show that Ireland was not loyal and did not re- 
linquish her demands. 

Others again simply declared the rising was a "Putsch.” 

Of course, all these explanations are so much non- 
sense: meant to excuse Connolly, they accuse their origi- 
nators by showing that they are at loggerheads with 
the principles of revolutionary struggle, or that they 
totally misunderstand them. Besides, they are absolute- 
ly contrary to the actual facts. 

The events proved the correctness of Connolly’s Len- 
inist analysis. The war brought economic want to the 
country. It increased to an extreme degree oppression 
and deprivation of political rights. Arrests, confisca- 
tion, suppression of papers, were the order of the day. 
Slowly there ripened amongst the masses a condition of 
revolutionary discontent. The growing strength of the 
revolutionaries compelled the British government to pre- 
pare, nervously and anxiously, a large-scale destructive 
offens’.e and a regime of general reaction. 



These conditions brought about a rapprochement be- 
tween the revolutionary groups. These were: the Irish 
Transport Workers’ Union and the Irish Socialists, who 
rallied to Connolly's newspaper, the “Workers’ Repub- 
lic," the Irish Citizen Army, which represented the mili- 
tary organization of both these workers’ organizations 
and was rounded during the general strike in 1913, the 
Sinn Feiners and the Irish Republican Volunteers Both 
the latter groups represented the radical lead of the pet- 
ty bourgeois nationalists, but at the same time had a 
strong following amongst the workers and peasants. 

Connolly understood that in the coming revolutionary 
struggle joint work was necessary between these groups. 
How he interpreted this is shown in the characteristic 
manner in one of his declarations: 

"The time is now ripe. (“Irish Worker,” August 
15, 1914), nay the imperious necessities of the hour 
call loudly for, demand the formation of a committee 
of all the elements outside, as well as inside the Vol- 
unteers, to consider means to take and hold Ireland, 
and the food of Ireland, for the people of Ireland. We 
of the Transport Union, we of the Citizen Army, are 
ready for any such co-operation. We can bring it the 
aid of drilled and trained men; we can bring to it the 
heartiest efforts of men and women who in thousands 
have shown that they know how to face prison and 
death; and we can bring to it the services of thinkers 
and organizers who know that different occasions re- 
quire different policies— that you cannot legalize revo- 
lutipnary actions and that audacity alone can command 
success in a crisis like this.” 

This collaboration became a reality and under Con- 
nolly s influence the Volunteers moved more and more 
to the Left. The desire for revolutionary action grew 
amongst their ranks. 

After a period of stormy events April, 1916 came. A 
highly charged atmosphere prevailed; mobilization of 
both sides began. The British government prepared ror 
the disarmament by force of the "Volunteers" and of the 
"Citizen Army” and the destruction of the entire move- 
ment. Connolly and his friends were of the opinion that 
now the time had come for the revolutionaries to act 
and to proceed from the defensive to the offensive. The 
leaders of the Volunteers actually gave the order for 
general maneuvers on a large scale at Easter, i. e.. iu 
other words, the signal for a rising. At the last mo- 
ment the petty bourgeois leaders of the Volunteers re- 
scinded the order, mainly because the German help which 
they had expected had failed to arrive. This typical and 
despicable act of petty bourgeois cowardice was too 
late. It was not able to restrain the rising, but simply 
undermined the onslaught. The people from “Liberty 
Hall” who constituted the life and soul of the rising had 
already drawn up the proclamation of the Provisional 
government of an Independent Irfth Republic. The work- 
ers and the revolutionary section of the Volunteers were 
not prepared to give in without a struggle and refused 
y> carry out the order to disband. The rising was un- 


put the increase of Soviet personel at 50% in r 

cent years (over 2000 people) 45% of whom are 
spies. For years Britain has been a target of 
Soviet espionage. In 1971, 105 spies were expe 
led . From 1971 to June 1974,322 Russian spies 
were expelled/exposed by Britain, France, We 
Germany, Belgium, Italy, and seven other wes 
european countries. 

In their fight against the British ruling class the 
working class must take serious account of the 
subversive role of the two superpowers and must 
insist at every stage of the struggle that they, 
and they alone, bear the sole responsibility for 
building and safeguarding a truly independent 
workers'state in Britain. 

The great socialist China, it should be noted 
does not interfere in the internal affairs of any 
country. OUT WITH SUPERPOWER SPIES ! i 


avoidable. 

In accordance with the plan previously drawn u 
Connolly undertook the leadership without any hesit 
tion. 

He undoubtedly hoped that they would succeed in ca 
rylng with them the majority of the Volunteer Arm> 
and that in any case the riRlng. even if it should fal 
would constitute the preliminary to a general large seal 
revolutionary struggle. Hence, he also calmly and wit 
decision weighed the possibilities of its failure. HU fln 
hope was shattered, not because the masses of the Vo 
unteers were not ready, but because the disorganUatio 
which the cowardly petty bourgeois leadership caused s 
the last decisive moment was too great. Subsequec 
events confirmed bis second expectation to the full. 

On the morning of April 24, the most important point 
of the city of Dublin were in the hands of the revolt 
tionaries. Proclamations of the Provisional governmen 
were posted up and the radio stations proclaimed on a 
sides the foundation of an Independent Irish Republic 
The people participated In scenes of the most intens 
enthusiasm. 

Then the struggle began. About one thousand Voluti 
teers and workers’ troops maintained their position to 
more than a week against a powerful British army. Onl; 
by ruthless use of artillery, which completely destroyei 
the whole center of the city, and by numerical suprem 
scy did the British succeed, with great losses, in forcini 
the revolutionaries to surrender after a .week’s fighting 
Then an orgy of White Terror ensued. Mass shoot 
ing of leaders, mass arrests, executions of non-combat 
ants, devastation. In short, imperialistic British civiliza 
tion showed itself in its full development. Connolly dli 
not escape his doom. The British government, a gov 
ernment in which sat Arthur Henderson, the presen 
Secretary of the Labor Party, signed the order for hii 
execution, which took place on May the 12th. He hat 
been severely wounded in the struggle and was so weal 
that he was unable to stand and was shot seated in t 
chair. He met his end calmly and philosophically. Up 
to the last minute he remained what he had always been 
a proletarian revolutionist. 

The slogans of the rising were, “Down with the War! 
Down with British Imperialism! All hail a free Irish 
Republic!” One may wonder, perhaps, that more definite 
Socialist slogans did not play a bigger role In this strug 
gle. but we must not forget to take Into consideration 
that this rising was not the final struggle of the Iris! 
workers, but merely the preliminary thereto. In thli 
way, this first revolutionary outburst of the masses ob 
tained expression at a moment when pressure was fell 
most strongly from British imperialism and the war 
But still the entire rising had a definite Socialist color 
The Proclamation of the Irish Republic declared, although 
in vague terms, the right of the Irish people to the means 
of production of wealth. It is apparent from the fact 
that the rising primarily appealed to the workers, that 
the masses of the fighters were workers and agricultural 
laborers, and a considerable section of the leaders So 
cialists and trade unionists. 

The warm words with which Lenin wrote of this Eas- 
ter rising will best show our appreciation. In his ar- 
ticle, “The Results of the Discussion on Self-Determina- 
tion” of 1916* he attacks the “monstrous Judgment" of 
those who termed this "heroic rising" a Putsch. 
•Published in "Against the Stream.” 

“Those who can term such a rising a Putsch are 
either the worst kind of reactionaries or hopelessly 
doctrinaires, incapable of imagining the social revo- 
lution as a living phenomenon." 


And again: 

“To assume the possibility that a social revolution 
without risings of small nations in the colonies and 
Europe, without revolutionary outbursts of the petty 
bourgeoisie, with ail their prejudices, without move- 
ments of the unconscious proletarian and semi-prole- 
tarian masses against the oppression of landowners 
and the church and monarchists and national oppres- 
sion, Is equivalent to denying the social revolution." 
The Irish rising was. as Lenin shows, a manifestation 
of the serious crisis of imperialism, a crisis which In 
1917-18, led to the collapse of a number of Imperialist 
states and to the Proletarian Revolution. 

"The crisis of imperialism was at that time still far 
removed from the stage of its highest development: 
the power of the imperialist, bourgeoisie had not yet 
been overcome (the war to a finish can bring that 
about, at present it has not gone so far) ; proletarian 
movements are still very weak in imperialist states.” 

•The misfortune of the Irish lay in the fact that 
their rising was untimely, since the rising of the Eu- 
ropean proletariat was NOT YET ripe. Capitalism is 
not so harmoniously constructed that separate sources 
of risings can suddenly unite without failure of over- 
throw. On the contrary, the difference in time, the dif- 
ference and dissimilarity in the place of the risings 
act as a guarantee for the greatness and depth of 
the joint movement; it is only by untimely, partially 
and consequently unsuccessful attempts at revolution- 
ary risings that the" masses will again experience, 
learn, assemble their forces, recognize their true lead- 
ers. the Socialist proletarians, and thereby prepare 
the joint attack; Just as isolated strikes, town and na- 
tional demonstrations, mutinies in the army, peasant 
risings, etc., prepared the general attack in 1905.” _ 
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BENN’S 

PHONEY 

SOCIALISM 


THE AMERICAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
recently organised a meeting in London which 
provided those concerned to understand the 
real politics of Labour Minister Wedgwood Benn 
with just such an opportunity. 

Benn is the latest in a long line of "left" Labour- 
ites who concentrate on trying to create the 
impression within the working class that the 
Labour Party is really a socialist Party. Its 
historic record and its current practice, howev- 
er, establish just the opposite. 

At the meeting mentioned Gregor Mac Kenzie, 
deputising for Benn who had just been switched 
from Industry Minister to Energy Minister, made 
the speech that Benn was due to make. The many 
top American and British industrialists present 
were assifred that they had nothing to fear from 
the Industry Bill which was "designed not to 
threaten private enterprise but to strengthen it" . 
Many glowing tributes were paid to US irnperial- 
ist firms for "providing work", but nothing 
about the central fact that they are in Britain 


only to make profit from the labour-power of 
the working class. 

Another important clue to the real politics of 
Benn is provided by an examination of the Nat- 
ional Enterprise Board, the linch-pin of what is 
in reality the Labour Party's plan to save cap- 
italism by the step-by-step construction of a 
corporate state-type financial and industrial 
system to oversee alj areas of the capitalist 
economy. 

It was under Benn that the arch-capitalist Sir 
monopolistic interest in the'fields of finance 
Ryder heads the mammoth Reed International 
group and the conglomerate controlling the 
"Daily Mirror". Despite all the talk about the 
NEB being an instrument of socialism the truth 
remains that behind it are not only the most 
monopolistic interests in the fields of finance 
and industry in this country, but also foreign 
investors who will eagerly take a cut in the 
exploitation of the British working class which 
it is the job of the NEB to engi neer. 

Benn is also a leading member of a cabinet which 
has poured literally millions of pounds of taxes 
taken from workers pay packets into the bank 
accounts of leading capitalist companies, such 
as British Leyland, Ferranti, Fodens, Sir Alfred 
Herberts, and so on. The excuse has been that 
it is necessary to "protect jobs". Of course, 
the protection of jobs is of vital concern to 


TWO KINDS OF 


DKTATORSHIP 


FRANK: "Harry, I reckon that what this country 
needs to sort out this crisis is a strong leader, a 
dictator who would stop wage claims and rising 
prices and get things in order." 

HARRY: 'What you mean is a dictator who can 
sort of stand above things, be neutral, like a 
referee at a football match. 1 
FRANK: "Yes, something like that." 

HARRY:' If you look at things in a concrete way, 
Frank, you'll see that that's just not possible in 
a class divided society like the one we live in. 

As long as it's the capitalist class in power in the 
country the only dictator they would allow to 
take over would be their own dictator, a cap- 
italist dictator. ' 

FRANK:'You're always on about the capitalist 
class. Exactly who do you mean?" 

HARRY :' I ' 1 1 explain, briefly. The British ruling 
class, the capitalists, are in the main made up 
of very wealthy industrialists, big shareholders, 
financiers and bankers, land and property owners 
and developers, commerce and trade bosses, and 
other rich and powerful people engaged in employ- 
ing and exploiting the labour power of working 
people. The ruling class exists to make profits. 

It controls the whole state machine of parliament, 
the army, police, courts, prisons, as well as the 
education system, the mass media of TV, papers, 
and radio and so on, all in its own class interest. 

As far as parliament goes, because the Labour, 

Tory and Liberal Parties all in essence stand 
for a capitalist society, whichever of these 
Parties wins a general election the working class 
loses; whichever of these Parties is in govern- 
ment, capitalism remains in power. So, normally, 
the capitalist class is quite happy to rule through 
parliament. But when, like now, capitalism is 
in crisis throughout the world - and as there's 
only a few minutes of our dinner hour left I 
can't go into the cause of that crisis right now - 
the old loose method of keeping the working class 
down by parliamentary means is not enough, 
and the ruling class starts thinking in terms of 
the need for a strong man, a dictator. The job 
of such a dictator would be to tightly organise 
the exploitation and repression of workers, so as 
to squeeze the last ounce of productivity from 
them and at the same time try to make sure that 
th^tforking^ass^c^lejDnvec^^in^^nc^vei^^^ 



"If you think a bit it's obvious that 
dictatorship is a class question . .. 

HARRY:'Far from it. If you think a bit it's obvious 
that dictatorship is a class question, a concrete 
question, not something airy-fairy or abstract. 
Look, it boils down to one simple thing: either 
one class or another dictates the terms, holds 
state political power, is in charge of the country. 
It's them or us in the class war. Their dictatorship, 
or ours. There's no third way. Them or us. Their 
dictatorship is the dictatorship of about five% 
of the population over the rest. By definition it 
is the rule of an anti -democratic minority of the 
rich and powerful who con the working class into 
thinking they live in a really free society. On the 
other hand a dictatorship of the working class is 
a dictatorship of about 80% of the population 
because most people are workers, the middle 
class constituting the second smallest section of 


all socialists, but to throw workers taxes to 
companies that will use that money to carry on 
exploiting workers is hardly protecting the 
working class and really amounts to a shabby 
excuse for a Labour Government to financially 
prop up ailing capitalist companies. And more 
of the same is promised in the future by the NEt 
when it gets off the ground. Central planning 
there will be, BUT IT WILL BE HIGHLY CENT- 
RALISED CAPITALIST PLANNING IN THE 
SPIRIT OF A CORPORATE STATE, NOT SOCIAL 
1ST PLANNING . 

The ideology behind Benn's "socialism" is that 
of Moseley, Mussolini and Hitler - though with' 
out the black shirts or the swastikas - NOT the 
scientific socialism of Marxism-Leninism. It 
was Moseley who upon resigning from the 
Labour Party criticised it for not taking con- 
trol of "the commanding heights of the economy 
(Sourced Moseley, Right or Wrong'), which is 
just what the NEB is setting out to achieve, in 
order to save capitalism from its own crisis. 

As the right-wing "Sunday Telegraph" journal- 
ist, Peregrine Worsthorne, stated recently... 


K 


Benia, of course, 

missed as mad and bad, which he, 
may be. But not because he is 
saying this; which strikes me as 
eminently sensible and construe-* 
tive, and very far from neces- 
sarily being Socialist. The same 
theme could well be taken up by 
'the Tories if they chose. 


I 


Well, enough said. As to him being dismissed 
as Industry Minister, it is being argued by 
more than a few that there is no better way to 
endorse Benn's image of being a persecuted, 
genuine, principled socialist. B 


way of effectively organising to overthrow 
the ruling class. 

In short, Frank, that's why talk about a strong 
man, a dictator is being floated about so much. 
Their crisis is serious, and capitalism in crisis 
often leads to a fascist dictatorship which aims to 
shove the whole burden of that crisis onto our 
shoulders. So, there's no question in a class 
divided society of a dictator being neutral, 
like a ref, because under capitalist conditions 
only a capitalist dictator could spring up. And 
that means fascism in Britain'. 

FRANK:"So what's the answer then?" 

HARRY:'The first thing to understand is that 
there is dictatorship and dictatorship.' 
FRANK:"But all dictatorships are the same, 
surely." 


the population. 

So you see Frank the question of which class 
should dictate is a fundamental political issue 
for us workers. As I said, its them or us. Now ir 
this country it's them. And when they say, or 
when workers like you say that a dictator is 
needed, well, as things stand that amounts to 
you helping them to put a noose around your 
neck and the necks of millions of working class 
men women and children. The noose of fascist 
dictatorship. It's nonsense to say that all 
dictatorships are the same'. 

FRANK:" It sounds O.K. in theory. But does it 
work out in practice?" 

HARRY:'lf you'd take a bit more trouble to find 
out what's happening in the world today you'd 
KNOW that it's working out in practice. In 
the Peoples Republic of China, for example, 
the worker-led socialist revolution in 1949 
led to the establishment of the DICTATORSHIP 
OF THE PROLETARIAT, to the democratic 
dictatorship of the workers and peasants of Chin 
FRANK:"But that's China, not Britain. China's 
different, it's much bigger, got more people, 
different climate, geography, everything." 
HARRY:"There are differences, of course, but 
in terms of the most important thing China and 
Britain are the same, despite the things you 
mention; they are the same in as much as they a 
class divided societies. In China the working 
class and its allies organised themselves into 
a revolutionary communist Party, took up arms 
and on the basis of a programme that stood on 
a scientific class analysis of their society they 
made their revolution and now they dictate the 
terms. Mind you, Frank, if you want examples 
of working class dictatorship in small countries 
then you only have to look at peoples Albania, 
which has only ^million people to see that big 
or small the only solution to the problems of 
working class people is to make revolution and 
build their own democratic dictatorship. There-'s 
no other way.' 

FRANK:" I don't know. I'm not sure about all 
this talk of dictatorship. I see what you mean 
now about a dictatorship under capitalism. But 
on the other hand I'm happy with the freedoms 

continued on page 12 



Is India Free ? 

The following penetrating article is based upon two statements recently published by 
The Indian Workers Association G.B. who can be contacted at 45 Greenside Road, 
Birmingham - 24. The analysis is a warning to the peoples of all countries to 
guard against intervention by the two superpowers „ 


Is India really independent? The answer to 
thiv question is an emphatic "No". We do 
not believe a country can be truly independ- 
ent without complete liberation of the vast 
masses of its people from all forms of exploit- 
ation and oppression, external and internal. 

True, India is no longer a colony of British imp- 
erialism and that so-called formal "independence" 
was achieved by India with the transfer of power 
in 1947. But this does not alter the shameful 
reality of its almost total dependence on and 
abject slavery to the foreign imperialist powers, 
chiefly Anglo-American imperialism and Soviet 
social-imperialism (socialist in words but imper- 
ialist in deeds VOP), in all matters, economic, 
political, and military. What happened in 1947 
was that direct colonial rule was replaced by a 
new form of imperialist control of the country 
through its indigenous agents. This was done 
partly to satisfy the mounting aspirations of the 
vast majority of the people of India for national 
freedom and partly to mask the continuation of 
political,*economic, cultural and strategic 
stranglehold over the country. In short, true to 
the global tactics of 20th century imperialism 
India emerged from its colonial state as a neo- 
colonial country. 

In colonial India our heroic people carried on 
.ceaseless struggle against imperialism and feudal 
oppression to achieve national freedom and estab- 
lish a truly independent people's democratic state. 
The main force of this anti -imperialist and anti- 
feudal struggle was the workers, peasants and 
the revolutionary petty-bourgeoisie . This struggle 
reinforced by the mighty struggle of the Post and 
Telegraph workers, the armed revolt of the Royal 
Indian Navy along with rebellions in the air force 
and the army and the police revolt in Bihar, and 
the historic armed peasant uprising in Telengana 
shook British imperialism to its foundation. Con- 
fronted with this situation British imperialism made 
a deal with its servile agents, the Indian Nat- 
ional Congress and the Muslim League representing 
the comprador-bureaucratic bourgeoisie (i.e. 
that section of the ruling class in India which 
looked after the affairs of mainly British imper- 
ialism, VOP) and big landlords of India with a 
view to crush the revolutionary upsurge of the 
people. The result was the partition of India and 
the sham independence of 1947. Though British 
imperialism stepped into the background it 
remained in control of the country in all essentials 
and the colonial plunder of our country continued 
unabated. Later, while preserving the old British 
exploitation, the lackeys invited US imperialism 
and Soviet social imperialism to fleece- our country 
The slavish dependence of the Government of 
India on the so-called "aid" of the two Super 
Powers - US imperialism and Soviet social imper- 
ialism - including several agreements with them 
for collaboration in virtually every sphere of our 
national life, military pacts and treaties, unequal 
trade agreements, etc, confirm beyond doubt the 
semi -colonial character of our country. The Gov- 
ernment of India, the government of the domestic 
big business and landlords, has simply mortgaged 
our country to the imperialist powers, mainly the 
two Super Powers. 

If you still hold India to be "independent", per- 
haps you need concrete evidence - facts and 
figures, that is - to change your opinion. Well ! 
Read on and think. 

The Indian people are hardworking, India is huge 
with vast areas of rich land and forests, a plent- 
iful supply of rivers and streams, and with mount- 
ains and plains full of natural resources. 


But the basic needs of the vast masses of the people 
are not satisfied. People are starving. Housing in 
urban areas is appalling, with literally millions 
of people having no roof over their head. City 
streets swarm with half-clad or naked destitutes 
and beggars. There is no work for millions. Fam- 
ilies are broken up, and children sold to vice 
rings by desperate thousands leaving their village 
homes every year. Some travel even thousands 
of miles to come to Europe in search of bread. 

Even primary education is a rare privilege in a 
country with 70% illiterates. Medical facilities 
are available only to a handful. 

Why are the Indian people so poor? The Indian 
people are poor because they are kept poor. The 
government talks of "socialism" but it remains 
the faithful servant of the feudal landlords and big 
capitalists who have sold our country to foreign 
powers. This is the cause of India's poverty. 

In our country the peasant masses constitute over 
75% of the population, but 80% of the land is 
in the hands of fewer than 20% of landowners. 

The remaining 80% of the peasants have no land 
or very little land. These landless and poor peas- 
ants have to turn over 50% to 90% of their annual 
harvest in the form of rent to the landlords. 

The peasant masses and the industrial working 
class are viciously exploited. 

m^contrast between the lives of the masses and 
those who enjoy the fruits of their toil is sharpest 
in food consumption. Last year India produced 
115 million tons of grain, nearly adequate for all 
if it was distributed properly. The highest crop 
ever in India's history! The government declared 
that India was out of the red. The worst was over. 

It "nationalised" the wholesale trade to eliminate 

the middle man's profits. Everyone cheered 

except the millions of starving people in India. 
Production had gone up. So prices had to come 
down. But producers wanted more not less money. 
They asked for higher prices, OR ELSE THEY 
WOULD NOT SELL TO THE GOVERNMENT 
AGENCIES. The people demanded food. The 
producers demanded money. THE PRODUCERS 
WON. Prices went sky high. Out of more 
peoples' reach. The food agitation (food riots 
according to the government) started. "We shall 
have fair price shops where food would be sold 
cheaper than the procurement prices to the 
needy", declared the government. Rations were 
introduced. But ration shops ran out of food. 

There was food on the black market, 
though . Everyone knows of the hoarders and 
•black-marketeers who trade in peoples' hunger. 

The government does not'. Last July it declared 
that movement of food from deficient states to 
other richer states was the problem. So it banned 
that trade. But in December it declared that the 
banning of the trade was the problem. So it 
banned the ban. By now the people had had 
enough of it all. Liberating the food for free 
distribution started. People ransacked warehouses 
and ration shops and on every occasion found food 
although these were supposed to have run out of 
food. 

To the government this was not a clear indication 
that the hoarders and black marketeers were caus- 
ing the problem, or that the people were hungry 
and could not afford the food. FOR THE GOV- 
ERNMENT IT WAS A LAW AND ORDER SIT- 
UATION. It had two choices. To end the illegal 
control of rich peasants and feudal lords on their 
lands and food prices in order to make food avail- 
able to the people, or to crush the people's 


demands. Everyone knows what choice it mad 
100 lost their lives in Gujerat. Scores in Bihi 
Every state has had its! food riots*. Shooting, 

curfews. Lathi charge, arrests this is t 

answer, the fascist answer to India's food prol 

THE FASCIST CHARACTER OF THE INDIAN 

AEov^aTT^ne Government of India (GOI) 
strives to maintain its power so as to be able 1 
continue the exploitation of India's masses in 
interests of the feudal and capitalist ruling cl 
and, of course, the Super Powers, the USA ar 
the USSR. With the rise of consciousness of th 
masses the Indira Gandhi's Congress Party is 
able to maintain itself in power only by a twii 
policy of bogus socialism and brutal repressior 
UNDERWRITTEN AND DICTATED BY THE TW 
SUPERPOWERS. 

In India today, thousands of youth, peasants, 
workers, trade unionists and students are de- 
tained in jails, most without trial. THERE ARE 
ABOUT 50,000 POLITICAL PRISONERS ROTT 
IN INDIRA GANDHI'S JAILS. The persecute 
faced by the national and religious minorities 
intensifying. The Naga and Mizo people cont 
to be terrorised by military might. 100 Harijc 
were burned to death by landlords and rich p« 
ants in Sherpur, on 27 April this year. The 
"Indian Express" reported on 28 December la: 
year that in one state alone there were 20,95 
cases of arson, murder, robbery and rape direc 
against the Harijans in 1973. At the end of Me 
this year, two patriots, Gowd and Bhoomaiah 
were sentenced to be hanged for daring to stru 
against oppression. 

USA -USSR-1 NDIA TRIANGLE :SUPER POWERS 

Tn^Uj“5ovie^letent^folTowi ng the Nixon- 
Brezhnev summit in June 1973, marks the dime 
in the imperialist powers' process of neo-colon 
domination, exploitation and plunder, and 
particularly in their strategy of fighting the e\ 
growing forces of national liberation and socia 
in the developing countries of the Third Worjd 
Despite apparent contradictions and TTvdTryfc 
world hegemony between the superpowers, the 
detente, because of the deepening crisis withir 
the imperialist camp, represents a collusion am 
agreement to divide the world into respective 
spheres of influence and exploitation. Howeve 
temporary and unstable, this agreement is simp 
to ensure equal shares in the joint plunder of tl 
poor countries by the super powers. India provi 
the most glaring example of the operation of th 
agreement. Let us look at some facts about the 
nature, style and extent of the Super Powers' 
domination over India. 

First, US imperialism's role: I ne United States 
centre of world monopoly capital - is the bigge 
exploiter of all. It is the foremost trading partr 
of India with the largest share of "unequal 
trade" (the Soviet Union being the second 
largest). Through various so-called "aids" and 
"subsidies" it has kept the major branches of 
production and economic life-lines of our coun 
completely under its thumb. By crafty manipul- 
ations and in collaboration with the domestic 
vested interests the huge US investment in Indie 
virtually controls the big enterprises - the trans 
port, communications and power industries, the 
private fertilizer factories and the chemical in- 
ustries. By the terms of the P. L. 480 agreement 
with the government of India, the US dumps its 
surplus foodgrains on India at a price much higl 
than the world price and grabs huge profits. At 
the same time it plunders India's agricultural 
side-lines, local special products and vital raw 
materials. US "economic aid" IS NOT ONLY> 
FORM OF USURY BUT THE MOST POWERFUL 
LEVER IN THE HANDS OF THE US TO 
DETERMINE AND DICTATE THE POLITICAL 
AND MILITARY AFFAIRS OF THE COUNTRY. 
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economy started with the so-called Soviet “aid" 
in the Bhilai steel project in 1955 .(Note that 
‘Stalin, the last genuine revolutionary socialist 
leader of the Russian people died in 1953, and 
that the degeneration of the Soviet Union into 
a social imperialist country occurred after his 
death, VOR) Ever since, the social imperialists 
have continued to step up their economic, polit- 
ical and military control over India on an 
enormous scale through successive unequal 
"trade agreements", defence collaboration 
schemes, "aids" and "friendship treaties". The 
culmination of this process was the Indo-Soviet 
military alliance in August 1971 - fraudulently 

called the "Indo-Soviet Friendship Treaty" - 
by which the Government of India openly turned 
India into a satellite state of the New Tsars, 
and formally tied it to the war-chariot of the 
Soviet social imperialists. 

The Soviet Union is India's second biggest trading 
partner, and third largest creditor, next to the US 
and BRITAIN. 

By expanding trade, the Soviet Union dumps 
large quantities of obsolete machinery and 
equipment to squeeze out and strike blows at 
India's national industries, and gain substantial 
control over the export of several Indian commod- 
ities to boost up its own crisis-ridden economy. 

In the seven years from 1966 to 1972 Soviet exp- 
orts to India increased to an annual average 
value of 1,317 million rupees, 130 times as much 
as in the four years between 1951 and 1954. 

During the same seven year period (1966-72) 
the value of imports from India averaged 1,849 
million rupees or a 68-fold increase. In the 
fiscal year of 1972-73, soviet imports from India 
shot up to 3,050 million rupees. At the same time 
the social imperialists are pressing down the prices 
of commodities bought from India to 20 to 30% 
below the world market price, and are pushing 
up the prices of soviet exports to India by 20- 
30%; in certain cases - for example the 15,000 
tractors supplied in 1969 - by as much as up to 
200% above world prices. 



Another example of the Soviet Union's ruthless 
plunder of India is that as a creditor nation it is 
forcing India to sell, for rupees, large quantities 
of coffee, pepper, oil seeds, mica, cashew nuts, 
fish, etc, etc, WHICH IT THEN RE-EXPORTS 
TO OTHER COUNTRIES, thereby acquiring not 
only profits but the foreign currencies it needs, 
much to the detriment of India's own foreign 
exchange requirements. 

The Soviet imperialists are raking super profits 
from India not only through exchange of unequal 
values, but also by large-scale capital export 
to India in the form of so-called "loans". In fact, 
Soviet "loans" and "aids" to India are simply 
different forms of INVESTMENT and USURY. 
Massive Soviet capital is now deeply entrenched 
in both the state and private sectors of the Indian 
economy. The social imperialists are squeezing 
the Indian workers through "joint enterprises" 
with Indian private capitalists. In the state sector 
the ever-tighteoing stranglehold of the Soviet 
Union is most maj-kedly felt in the iron and steel 
industries, machine building, oil -extraction and 
oil-refining industries, and mining industries. 
Pushing "specialisation in production" as in some 


East European countries, the SOVIET UNION 
IS TWISTING INDIA'S ARMS TO SET UP 
FACTORIES SPECIALIZING IN TURNING OUT 
PRODUCTS EXCLUSIVELY FOR EXPORT TO THE 
SOVIET UNION, THUS CONVERTING INDIA 
INTO MORE OF A "RAW MATERIAL PROCES- 
SING PLANT" FOR THE SOCIAL IMPERIALIST 
BOSSES. 

They are fleecing the Indian workers by getting 
the Government of India to set up labour- 
intensive and ex port -orientated industries for 
their own needs. Taking advantage as a creditor 
nation the New Tsars have imposed all sorts of 
humiliating and predatory terms on the repay- 
ment of loans and interest by India. In 1973 when 
India was faced with a dire shortage of peanut 
oil on the domestic market the Soviet creditors 
forced India to export this very commodity to the 
Soviet Union as repayment of debts. EVERY 
INDIAN, MAN OR WOMAN, YOUNG OR 
OLD, NOW OWES THE SOVIET USERERS AN 
AVERAGE OF 30 TO 40 RUPEES, AND FOR 
EVERY IOO RUPEES IT RECEIVES IN "AID" 

AND "LOANS" FROM THE SOVIET UNION, 
INDIA HAS TO PAY BACK 160 RUPEES IN THE 
SAME YEAR. The exploitation is truly alarming 


All these facts effectively explode the myth of 
India's economic independence, and reveal the 
blatant truth about India's neo-colonial subjug- 
ation to the two Super Powers. 


Politically and militarily, the Soviet Social 
Imperialists and the US imperialists have ganged 
up, in collusion with their faithful flunkeys - 
the comprador-bureaucratic big bourgeoisie 
and the big landlords of India - to resist the 
progress of National Liberation Struggle 
in India, to oppose by all means the revolution- 
ary struggles of the Indian people for socialism, 
to turn India into a base against the peoples of 
the entire South-East Asia and most of all TO 
OPPOSE THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA, 
the bastion of world's socialism and the 
CHAMPION OF ALL ANTI -IMPERIALIST 
STRUGGLES THROUGHOUT THE WORLD. 


Coi 


Consequently, India's foreign policy of so-called 
"non-alignment" cannot be anything but an empty 
phrase to deceive the people. It is, to all intents 
and purposes, dictated and underwritten by her 
two over-lords, the Super Powers. For the past 
few years it is the Soviet social imperialists 
who are playing a more decisive role than the 
US imperialists in determining India's foreign 
policy. 

By massive military supplies and through exten- 
sive control of India's defence industries the 
Soviet bosses have reduced India to an agent 
state, a base to carry out their expansionist and 
counter-revolutionary designs in South and South- 
East Asia. 


As a result, India itself is emerging as a sub- 
imperialist expansionist power. India's unprov- 
oked aggression on the PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF 
CHINA in 1962; its carefully planned war of 
aggression against PAKISTAN in December, 1971, 
leading to the dismemberment of Pakistan and 
the creation of the satellite state of BANGLA- 
DESH to be ruled by India's puppets; the forc- 
ible occupation of NAGALAND by the Indian 
army; and the naked intervention of the Govern- 
ment of India in the internal affairs of SIKKIM 
to tighten its overall control over this neigh- 
bouring state, are ample evidence of the 
aggressive and interventionist nature of India's 
foreign policy, DIRECTLY COMMANDED, 
ABETTED AND SUPERVISED BY THE SOVIET 
SOCIAL IMPERIALISTS. 

The US imperialists, battered by the heavy 
blows they are receiving everywhere in the 
world, and particularly after their ignominious 
defeat at the hands of the heroic people of Viet- 
nam, have no other choice than to leave the 
imperialist suppression of South Asian countries 
to the Soviet parthers. They krfow what Soviet 


designs are in this part of the world and yet 
connive, because the Soviet plans fulfil their 
own primary objective as well, which is THE 
SUPPRESSION OF REVOLUTION IN SOUTH 
ASIAN COUNTRIES AND OPPOSITION TO 
CHINA. Let us quote from an article in 
"Foreign Affairs", July, 1973, by Chester Bowles, 
former US ambassador to India: 

"The motivation of the USSR in assisting 
India has since the mid-1950's been pri- 
marily based on the Soviet estimation 
of India's geo-political importance as a 
partial balance to the political influence 
and potential military weight of China. . . 
The USSR is seeking to 'contain' China - 
much as we have been trying to do - by 
associating whatever Asian nations can be 
persuaded to co-operate in a loose politico 
organisation under its leadership." 
Recently, when asked "What is the basis 
of Soviet foreign policy in Asia?" a Soviet 
official, with US imperialist pull-back 
from Asia in view, replied :"WE SIMPLY 
OCCUPY THE EMPTY SEATS". 

To sum up, India, though a neo-colonial country, 
is being encouraged to develop into an expansion- 
ist sub-power in South Asia so that it can effect- 
ively carry out ANTI -CHINESE, ANTI-PEOPLE, 
COUNTER-REVOLUTIONARY POLICIES OF THE 
SUPER POWERS. INDIA'S FOREIGN POLICY 
UNDOUBTEDLY REFLECTS THIS NAKED TRUTH. 

MASS RESISTANCE TO POVERTY, EXPLOIT- 
ATION AND OPPRESSION - THE INDIAN 
PEOPLEAREBOUNDTOWIN 

Despite all the support they receive from their 
foreign masters, the Indian ruling classes are 
finding themselves in deeper economic and 
political crisis. Though not a day passes when 
the fascist government does not resort to bullets, 
tear gas and lathi charges on the working people 
of India, wave after wave of revolutionary peas- 
ants' uprisings, offensive after offensive launched 
by workers, students, teachers, doctors, governmet 
employees or the Harijans have weakened the 
regime of the reactionaries. 

In 1967, the great armed peasant uprising which 
started in Naxalbari marked a great turning point 
in Indian history. Naxalbari was the starting 
point of the great movement which will bury 
forever all traces of oppression and exploitation 
in our country. That taking up of arms by the 
heroic peasants of Naxalbari inspired the op- 
pressed people all over India, and the view that 
the Naxalbari path is the only path of liberation 
has gradually grown among the oppressed peasant 
masses in all parts of the country. 

The spread of the Naxalbari movement and the 
subsequent forming on 22nd April, 1969, of the 
Communist Party of India (Marxist-Leninist) 
spread terror in the ranks of the oppressors . For 
the first time in our history, our people now had 
a Party whose aim was not to seek cabinet minis- 
ters or to appeal to the good sense of the exploit- 
ers. The actions of the CPI(M-L) showed many 
that its only interest is to mobilise all the working 
people to defeat, through armed struggle, the 
reactionary feudal landlord class, the big cap- 
italist class and the imperialist masters and to 
build A NEW, TRULY INDEPENDENT PEOPLES 
DEMOCRATIC INDIA. 

Faced with a United Front of all the democratic 
forces in India, especially the armed working 
class and the poor and landless peasantry, led by 
their Party, the CPI (M-L), the enemies of the 
Indian people have no future. 

LONG LIVE PEOPLES 
DEMOCRATIC INDIA.' 

LONG LIVE REVOLUTION'. 
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WHY THE SOCIAL CONTRACT 
MUST BE SMASHED 


THE SOCIAL CONTRACT is the label attached 
to the Labour Party's strategic package for solv- 
ing the deepening crisis of capitalism (see page 
2 "Opinion" for further discussion of Labourite 
strategy). But what does this Social Contract 
boil down to ? 

One way to answer that question is to contrast 
the living standards of millions of working class 
families with that of the ruling class, especially 
some of its chief executives . The table of chair- 
mens' pay reproduced here virtually speaks for 
itself. It lists twenty two heads of companies, 
who together were paid £976,032 in 1974, that 


le incomes from investments and large family 
fortunes the scale of their privilege becomes 
apparent. One property giant, London ,City and 
Westcliff, recently retired its chairman, H.Lan- 
dy. As compensation he was given an annual 
pension of £200 per week, rent- free accommodat- 
ion for the rest of his life and a £2000 car.lnci- 
dentally,the rent-free accommodation is Mr. 
Landy's present home which the company bought 
from him for £57,500. THIS IS HOW THE CAPIT- 
ALISTS LIVE'. 

As for millions of working class families life, or 


Company 

Chairman 

Pay(f) 

Year to 

"Shell" Transport & Trading 

Sir Frank McFadzean 

80,795 

31.12.74. 

Imperial Chemical Industries 

Sir Jack Callard 

71,725 

31.12.74. 

British Petroleum Co 

Sir Eric Drake 

71,692 

31.12.74. 

Associated Portland Cement 
Manufacturers 

G.N. Mullins 

69,265 

31.12.74. 

Unilever 

D.A.Orr 

50,105 

31.12.74. 

Tube Investments 

Lord Plowden 

46,020 

31.12.74. 

Rugby Portland Cement Co. 

Sir Halford Reddish 

45,904 

31.12.74. 

Schroders 

Michael J. Verey 

45,259 

31.12.74. 

Sedgwick Forbes Holdings 

I.H.F. Findlay 

43,395 

31.12.74. 

Turner & Newall 

Ralph Bateman 

42,057 

31.12.74. 

Barclays Bank 

A.F. Tuke 

39,678 

31.12.74. 

Carrington Viyella 

Sir Jan Lewando 

38,493 

31.12.74. 

Midland Bank 

Sir Archibald Forbes 

37,000 

31.12.74. 

F.W. Woolworth & Co 

S.J. Owen 

36,000 

31.1.75. 

Alexander Howden Group 

K.V. Grob 

35,680 

31.12.74. 

National Westminster Group 

Sir John Prideaux 

35,000 

31.12.74. 

Lloyds Bank 

Sir Eric Faulkner 

34,460 

31.12.74. 

Church & Co 

Stewart Kennedy* 

32,451 

31.12.74. 

Nu-Swift Industries 

Find Graucob 

30,653 

31.12.74. 

Marchwiel Holdings 

A. J.McAlpine 

30,400 

31.13.74. 

British Titan 

D.M. Bell 

30,000 

31.12.74. 

Imperial Group 

Sir John Partridge 

30,000 

31.10.74. 


*now retired Source: Labour Research Department's Fact Service. 


is an average of £44,364 each, or £853 per 
week! So in two weeks they receive on average 
what a worker receiving just over £30 per week 
would have to work fifty-two weeks for. 

In addition to these huge sums many of them are 
also getting company cars(valued at £12-15 per 
week); company flats "in town" and low interest 
mortgages; free holidays;expense account 
"lunches"; "top-hat" pension schemes; and help 
with school fees for the next generation of com- 
pany directors. A Iso it is quite normal for such 
people to occupy paid positions on a whole 
range of boards of directors of a number of com- 
panies simultaneously. And when you add to this 
the fact that most of them also have considerab- 


le basic requirements of sufficient food, a place 
to live, clothing and footwear, heat and light. 
Miserably low wage packets are hopelessly inad- 
equate as purchasing power is being rapidly re- 
duced as a result of the mad scramble by the 
capitalists for maximum profits, which forces 
prices up daily. 

It is the central task of the Social Contract stra- 
tegy to protect the rich at the expense of the 
poor by forcing the latter to bear the whole bur- 
den of the capitalists' economic crisis. 

The Labourite Social Con(tr)act and any form of 
wage freeze/reductions must be smashed and 
capitalism replaced by socialism for such inequa- 
lities to be finally eradicated. g 




NEWS FROM 
CUPIED IRELAI 



SECRET ARMY FILES containing much det 
ed information about internees and the 
families and friends have found their 
way into the hands of organisations s 
pected of being involved in the curren 
wave of sectarian murders in the north 
part of Ireland. 

Colonel Peter Hicks, the army spokesma. 
dealing with the issue claims he has " 
idea" how the information was handed t 
the para-military organisations „ He al, 
claims that " the army does not have a. 
cess to information about the friends . 
relatives who visit men detained in Th< 
Maze He is certainly lying about thii 
and the chances are that the army was . 
responsible for "leaking" the files . T] 
files contain a large dossier including 
photographs of patriotic Republican pr: 
oners ,many taken during the inter roga\ 
ion process. Many relate to active peoj 
in the Ardoyne area of Belfast „ They wt 
compiled by the semi secret Special In\ 
tigation Branch and are the basis for i 
surveillance of large numbers of people 
what can only be described as a northei 
police state „ It cannot be ruled out tl 
fascist elements in the armed forces ai 
working hand in glove with the fascist 
para-military assassination squads . 


THE FOLLOWING CAR NUMBERS are of ve hjc. 
used in the north by SA£L/M»F-Tl!5f3eran< 


Red Austin 1600 

HOI 759 

Red Fiat 124 

HOI 6024 

Brown Vauxhall 

DIJ 5116 

Silver Ford Escort 

GIA4648 

White Mini 850 

GOI 8562 

Blue Ford Transit Van 

AIJ 6914 

Blue Ford Escort 

GIA 3630 

White Datsun 

HOI 4405 

White Escort Station 

WgflQJ? 

FIJ 9348 



spy squads. These squads are themselve! 
being watched. The occupants often pos< 
in denims and/or as camera men. Paddy 
Me Veigh and Daniel Rooney are but two 
many people murdered by SAS/MRF squads, 


The Northern Ireland (Emergency Provisic 
(Amendment) Bill empowers Rees to perse 
ally intern patriots. This is Labour Pi 
social fascism at work! 


Ileiu Work- 

shop Talks 

continued from page 9 
I've got. I can vote for who I want. I've got 
freedom of speech. I can go on strike when I 
want. I can wear what I want, go on holiday 
where I like. " 

HARRY:' Hang on a minute. Under capitalism 
the main 'freedom' you've got is to be exploited 
by the shareholders who own this company for the 
rest of your life, or other shareholders of other 
companies if you make a move. And you've also 
got the 'freedom' to be made redundant if they 
don't need you any more. And the 'freedom' to 
get old and cold and broke, existing on a pittance 
of a pension from the capitalist state. As for 
freedom to vote for who you want, yes they give 
you that and don't mind a bit considering every 


major party stands for their system, so they don't 
have a lot to lose there, do they? As for 'freedom 
of speech', they control the mass media which 
gets through to tens of millions each day. You 
aren't saying you can compete on an equal foot- 
ing with them there, are you? Besides if you 
or others reached the stage of presenting a 
real threat of opposition to them they'd soon 
clamp down on you. And that time may not be too 
far off as more workers demand fundamental 
change, and organise to fight for it. On the bit 
about striking, haven't you read how the ruling 
class is bringing in laws to make picketing in- 
effective, and it was only through massive and 
militant action that the Tory capitalist Party 
had its plans for making strikes semi-illegal 
under the Industrial Relations Act smashed. 
Clothes, holidays. . .with inflation your lucky 
if you've got a full wardrobe and get a week 
or two a year at Brighton, never mind doing a 
world cruise like they get. 

Mind you, Frank, when the British working class 


do make their socialist revolution. . . .and thej 
will, as sure as anything, their dictatorship 
WILL DEPRIVE YOU AND MILLIONS LIKE YC 
AND ME OF SOME "FREEDOMS". We won't 
have the freedom to pay big rents and mortgagi 
or to pay over the odds for basic things like fo< 
gas, electric, clothing, shoes and the like.Yoi 
me won't any longer have the freedom to to gr< 
old in insecurity. We won't have the freedom 1 
be subjected to a load of reactionary propagan 
every day on the telly and radio. We'll get th< 
truth instead. AND AS FAR AS I'M CONCERh 
MATE, THEY'RE BLOODY FREEDOMS I CAN 
WITHOUT.' 

FRANK:" Watch out, here's the foreman, we'd 
better get back again." 

HARRY:"0. K. But Frank, what was that you 
were saying about 'freedom to do what you war 
FRANK:"We'll have another chat about this 
later. You communists always seem to have the 
answer, but there's a lot to think about." 
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The British ruling class will appear strong for as long as we the people stay on our knees 

Eight growing foscism nowl Organise to win state political power I 
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PROOF OF 
CAPITALISM'S 
LOVE OF THE 
LABOUR PARTY 


AN IMPORTANT 
MEETING 

All concerned with the struggle for socialism, 
that is the establishment of working class 
political power, will have something to gain 
by attending an important political meeting 
to be held in London on 26th June (details 
can be found on back page). 

Talking about the meeting recently the 
chairman of the Industrial Committee of the 


SAS. DIRTY 
WORK IN IREU 

This paper has regularly warned of the 
ility of British soldiers being used on tl 
southern side of the border in Ireland, 
danger has been increased with the inv 
ment of the S.A.S. And evidence is st 
to seep through that S.A.S. thugs are 
actively engaged in kidnapping people 
the south and taking them into the nort 
where they are interrogated, beaten up 
interned. 



The above extracts from the City Page of a rec- 
ent issue of the London "Evening Standard" 
provide further proof of the love of the ruling 
lass for the capitalist Labour Party. 

When bankers, the most reactionary section of 
finance capitalism pile praise on a government's 
Derformance, they do so for one reason only - 
secause that government is their government. 

No matter which individual leads the Labour 
Party its policies remain those of "orthodox 
Tory economic policies". This is because the 
Tory, Labour and Liberal Parties are in essence 
II the same; they are all for capitalism as a 
system. Whichever of these Parties wins a gen- 
eral election, the working class loses. Which- 
ever of these Parties is in government, capital- 
ism remains in power. 

The so-called "national interest" they all prattle 
on about is really nothing more than the class 
interest of the boss class. Their "law and order" 
is but the slogan of the rich. 

And the bankers will go on laughing for as long 
they, monopoly industrialists, property spec- 
ulators, land owners and other parasites have 
state political power in our country. 

There is but one antidote to the disease of cap- 
italism which keeps millions in misery: socialist 
revolution, the culmination of a process in which 
the working class accumulates the political and 
military strength sufficient to expropriate the ex- 
propriators. There is no other way. 


Communist Workers League of Britain (Marxist- 
Leninist), himself an engineering worker, 
had the following to say:"lt may well be 
that in the future we will look back at this 
meeting and view it as something of a turn- 
ing point in the movement for revolution in 
this country, a meeting that pointed out a 
clear path forward and tackled some key 
problems ,one that in its long term conse- 
quences proved to be the most important 
political meeting held in this country in 
1976." 



workers must be mobilised 
It is not every day that political meetings 
are addressed by a platform, whose main 

speakers are not middle class intellectuals 
but revolutionary factory workers. The plat- 
form will share with the audience exper- 
iences of working with the industrial prolet- 
ariat over two years. 

It will be explained what the following 
statement, taken from the above organisat- 
ion's industrial policy document, boils down 
to in day to day life on the shop floor:"Our 
task is to expose, isolate and attack the 
bosses and their extreme right-wing hirelings; 
neutralise wavering elements that might be 
drawn in to support the right and the bosses; 
gradually win over to the side of revolution 
the centrally-situated, undecided, but basic- 
ally quite progressive workers; and actively 
recruit to the ranks of the revolutionary 
movement the best, most cl ass -conscious left- 
wing workers..." 


Over the past few months a number of | 
have been kidnapped, claim informed ; 
in Ireland. For example, snatch squad 
cently seized Sean McKenna in Co. Lc 
and subsequently handed him over to th 


Your Weekends? 

You can go 


In these countries 



RUC. After days of "interrogation" he w 

imprisanec in Cru~..in Rooc ,ai., Belfast 

Previously Sean Collins was snatched ffc 
a public house in Dundalk, taken to Ne 
given the RUC treatment and then interr 
The S.A.S. is a gang of trained thugs, 
assassins, saboteurs on hand to do any ol 
the dirty work demanded of it by its poll 
ical master, the British ruling class. 

The Dublin puppet government, headed 
Cosgrave, is directly colluding with Bri 
ish authorities and thus exposing its role 
a stooge. 

The S.A.S. and all British army units mi 
be unconditionally withdrawn from Irelai 
and the Irish people north and south, of 
religions and none must insist on the rig! 
to determine their country's future free f 
foreign interference. 


THISISCAPITALISM 

A High court judge. Sir George Baker declared that £15 
a week was too much to spend on food for three people. 
He was hearing an appeal against a maintenance pay- 
ment from a man with a wife and child on a take-home 
pay of £38-80. The man told the judge that weekly 
expenses for the family were £31-84, including £15 on 
food. The judge said "that is a couple of pounds too 
high". Sir George Baker's salary is £20,175. Daily 


Is your dog a snob? Harrods has the perfect gift for your 
pet, to win the envious glances of all the local hounds - a 
silver mink doggie coat. Price? a mere £80. Daily Mirror 


A Scarborough civil engineering firm, Marshall Civil 
Engineering Co, were found responsible for the death of 
one of their workmen who was buried alive when a 
trench collapsed on top of him. The firm was fined £200. 
Yorkshire Evening Post 

Edward Maudling, the son of Tory shadow foreign sec- 
retary Reginald Maudling, was given a 12 month condi- 
tional discharge after admitting stealing wines and spirits 


While workers ere told "tighten your belts' 
the capitalist class lives in luxury , as 
depicted in recent newspaper reports <. 
value £75 from his former employer. Daily Telegraph 


Three alcoholics who broke into a flat to steal food 
because they were starving received jail sentences of 
between six months and one year. South London Press 

Got £1 Vi million to spare? How about investing in a nice 
country residence. Fairview at Beaconsfield in Bucking- 
hamshire is set in a 1 00 acres and has numerous rooms, 
including seven bedrooms, five bathrooms, massage 
room, valet's room, maid’s room etc. It is being sold by a 
Cuban emigre who was a pre-Castro diplomat, who 
bought the house for £300,000 only three years ago. 
Other amenities include indoor and outdoor swimming 
pools, a cinema, tennis courts and stables, plus two bun- 
galows and two cottages for the staff. For an extra million 
the contents are also available, including a “communica- 
tions centre" with teleprinter machines and a private 
switchboard, as well as chandeliers, antiques and marble 
bathrooms. Sunday Times 


A 77 year old woman died of cold after the money in her 
gas meter ran out. A verdict of death by misadventure 


s recorded. South London Press 


On hearing the news of the government’s decisi 
reprieve Chrysler, American advertising boss Joe 
set out with £750 to have a night on the town. Duri 
return home he suddenly decided to buy the Londo 
he was travelling in and handed £650 in cash t 
driver. The taxi is now on its way to Wren’s Vi 
summer residence Daily Express 


Amongst prices paid for bottles of claret at Ch 
recently was £600 for a jeroboam (equals six bottl 
Mouton-Rothschild '29, £620 per six magnur 
Latour '29, £520 for a dozen Petrus ’47 and £320 1 
Imperiale (equals eight bottles) of Cos-d’Estoi 
Financial Times Apart from laying 

clarets, 1929 was, of course, also the year of the 
Street crash and the start of the great depression. 


If you know of similar examples o. 
capitalist injustice please send 
in for publication quoting source 
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TIME TO 
RETURN TO 
THE POLITICS 
OF 

CONNOLLY 



The spirit of Connolly lives on in Ardoyne 
Belfast. 


THE UTTER BANKRUPTCY of indiscriminate 
anti-people bombing here and in Ireland 
is becoming quite clear to the vast maj- 
orities in both countries. It does not 
lead to social change, obtains the re- 
lease of not a single political prisoner, 
but instead plays directly into the hands 
of the British ruling class which employs 
it in its mass media as a means of 
stirring up nationalistic hatred against 
Irish people here and opposition to 
the fight for Irish national liberation. 
Indeed, because it is so useful to the 
British establishment many politically 
conscious people are wondering whether 
the British Special Branch (or the nazi 
National Front) are not behind at least 
some of the bombings! 

FUNDAMENTALS 

Those who keep their ears close to the 
ground believe they hear at present a 
ground swell of opinion demanding a 
return to the fundamental principles 
of revolutionary struggle which they 
consider have been totally abandoned by 
the bomber politicians. And one name 
crops up more frequently than any other 
in this connections that name is not 
O'Bradaigh, nor Goulding. That name is 
JAMES CONNOLLY. No name inspires such 
honest respect. 

Connolly well understood that the central 
question for the Irish people was (and 


remains) "Who are our enemies, who are our 
friends?" The Irish people must scientif- 
ically work out their enemies and their 
class allies in order to unite all their 
allies against their main enemy British 
imperialism supported by other imperial- 
ists who have big investments in Ireland. 
As Connolly pointed out in an article in 
the "Workers Republic" dated 18 December 
1915, "We cannot conceive of a free Ire- 
land with a subject working class; we 
cannot conceive of a subject Ireland with 
a free working class". 

CLASS ANALYSIS 

As Connolly pointed out "Always and ever 
the working class movement seeks after 
clearness of thought as a means to the 
accomplishment of working class aims". 

The question of "enemies and friends" 
can only be decided in Ireland or any- 
where by making a scientific class anal- 
ysis of society. Until this is done - 
and there is no bypassing this task - 
the political confusion of ideas on the 
struggle in Ireland will remain. Clarity 
must replace confusion and fact must 
reign over fiction and myth. The immortal 
revolutionary teachings of JAMES CONNOLLY 
provide the key to class clarity. And 
the quotations printed below, if studied 
carefully and applied to the present sit- 
uation, go to the heart of many a matter. 


• "If you remove the English army 
tomorrow and hoist the green flag 
over Dublin Castle, unless you set 
about the organisation of the 
Socialist Republic your efforts 
would be in vain. 

England would still rule you. She i 
would rule through her capitalists, 
through her landlords, through her 
financiers, through the whole array 
of commercial and individualist 
institutions she has planted in this 
country and watered with the tears 
of our mothers and the blood of our 
martyrs. 

England would still rule you to your 
ruin, even while your lips offered 
hypocritical homage at the shrine of 
that Freedom whose cause you be- 
trayed. " 

• "/ make no war on patriotism: never 
have done. But against the patriotism 
of capitalism— the patriotism which 
makes the interest of the capitalist 
class the supreme test of duty and 
right-1 place the patriotism of the 
working class, the patriotism which 
judges every public act by its effect 
upon the fortunes of those who toil. 
That which is good for the working 
class / deem patriotic, but that party 
or movement is the most perfect 
embodiment of patriotism which 
most successfully works for the 
conquest by the working class of the 
control of the destinies of the land 
wherein they labour. 

To me, therefore, the socialist of 
another country is a fellow-patriot, 
as the capitalist of my own country 
is a natural enemy. " 

"An Irish Republic would ... be the 
natural depository of popular power; 
the weapon of popular emanc- 
ipation, the only power which would 
show in the full light of day all those 
Nass antagonisms and lines of eco- 
nomic demarcation now obscured by 
the mists of bourgeois patriotisrfi. " 
(Socialism and Nationalism .) 

• "Always and ever the working class 
movement seeks after dearness of 
thought, as a means to the accom- 
plishment of working class aims. The 
middle class may and does deceive 
itself with finely turned phrases, and 
vague generalising of still vaguer 
aspirations, but the working class can 
think and speak only in language 


hard and definite, as hard and 
definite as the conditions of working 
class life. We have no room in our 
struggle for illusions— least of all for 
illusions about freedom." (Workers' 
Republic. July 7, 1915). 

"We are told that the English people 
contributed their help to our enslave- 
ment. It is true. It is also true that 
the Irish people duty contributed 
soldiers to crush every democratic 
movement of the English people: 
slaves themselves the English people 
helped to enslave others; slaves them- 
selves, the Irish people helped to 
enslave others. " 

"For us and ours the path is dear. 
The first duty of the working class of 
the world is to settle accounts with 
the master class of the world -that of 
their own country at the head of the 
list." (Irish Worker. November 29th, 
1913). 

"I hold that every class-conscious 
worker should work for the freedom 
of the country in which he lives, if 
he desires to hasten the political 
power of his class. " 

"Ireland not being an independent 
country, the election of a majority 
of Socialist Republicans would not, 
unfortunately, place the fruits of our 
toil so readily within our grasp." 
(Patriotism and Labour). 

" But on whom devolves the task of 
achieving that downfall of the ruling 
classes in Ireland? On the Irish 
people. But who are the Irish 
people? Is it the dividend-hunting 
capitalist with the phraseology of 
patriotism on his lips and spoil 
wrung from sweated Irish toilers in 
his pockets; is it the scheming lawyer 
..., is it the slum landlord . . .; is it 
any of these sections who to-day 
dominate Irish politics? Or is it not 
rather the Irish working class-the 
only secure foundation on which a 
free nation can be reared— the Irish 
working class which has borne the 
brunt of every political struggle, and 
gained by none, and which is today 
the only class in Ireland which has 
no interest to serve in perpetuating 
either the political or social forms of 
oppression— the British connection 
or the Irish capitalist system ? The 
Irish working class must emancipate 
itself, and in emancipating itself. 


must, perforce, free its country." 
(Erin's Hope). 

» "Do we find fault with the employer 
for following his own interests? We 
do not. But neither are we under any 
illusion as to his motives. In the same 
manner we take our stand with our 
own class, nakedly upon our class 
interests, but believing that these 
interests are the highest interests of 
the race. 

"We cannot conceive of a free 
Ireland with a subject working class; 
we cannot conceive of a subject 
Ireland with a free working class." 
(Connolly: Workers Republic, Dec. 
18th, 1915.) 

• "An armed organisation of the Irish 
working class is a phenomenon in 
Ireland. Hitherto the workers of 
Ireland have fought as parts of the 
armies led by their masters, never as 
members of an army officered, 
trained and inspired by men of their 
own class. Now, with arms in their 
hands, they propose to steer their 
own course, to carve their own 
future. 

"Neither Home Rule, nor the lack of 
Home Rule, will make them lay 
down their arms . . . 

"We cannot be swerved from our 
course by honeyed words, lulled into 
carelessness by freedom to parade 
and strut in uniforms, nor betrayed 
by high-sounding phrases. 


"The Irish Citizen Army will only 
co-operate in a forward movement. 
The moment that forward movement 
ceases it reserves to itself the right to 
step out of alignment, and advance 
by itself if needs be, in an effort to 
plant the banner of freedom one 
reach further towards its goal. " 
(Workers Republic, Sept. 30th, 
1915.) 

• "Company after company locks out 
its men and then we bring them up 
to Liberty Hall and take advantage 
of the opportunity to drill them and 
train them. When each dispute is 
settled that squad of men goes back 
to work, and some other squad gets 
locked out, and we get a chance to 
train them. Thus the whole quay is 
getting drilled . . . The great danger is 


that the dispute may be over before 
the men are thoroughly drilled ..." 
(Workers Republic, Nov. 6th, 1915.) 

" The Irish Citizen Army . . . pledges 
its members to work for, organise 
for, drill for, and fight for an In- 
dependent Ireland ... It places 
reliance on the only class that never 
betrayed Ireland— the Irish Working 
Class ..." 


"the Citizen Army was founded 

during the great Dublin Lock-Out of 
1913-14, for the purpose of pro- 
tecting the working class, and of 
preserving its right of public meeting 
and free association . . . The I.C.A. 
was the first publicly organised 
armed citizen force south of the 
Boyne. Its constitution pledges its 
members to work for an Irish 

Republic, and for the emancipation 
of labour. It has ever been foremost 
in all national work, and. whilst 
never neglecting its own special 
function, has always been at the 
disposal of the forces of Irish 

nationality for ends common to all. 

" When the great betrayal was 

perpetrated on Ireland, and John 
Redmond and his followers, aided by 
all the capitalist press of the country, 
joined in a conspiracy to rush the 
young men of Ireland into the ranks 
of the British army ... it was the 
I.C.A. that sprang into the gap, and 
by its fearless presence gave new 
heart and hope to the dismayed 
people of Ireland . . . 

" Who on every occasion on which 
the enemy has struck his blow at 
those who stood for freedom has 
ever hastened to the side of the 
victims declaring the cause to be its 
own? THE IRISH CITIZEN 
ARMY." (Connolly: Workers 
Republic, Oct. 30th, 1915.) 

• " Being the lesser party we join in 
this fight with our comrades of the 
Irish Volunteers. But hold your 
arms. If we succeed, those who are 
our comrades today, we may be 
compelled to fight tomorrow. " 

"Other movements dread analysis 
and shun all attempts to define their 
objects. The Labour movement 
delights in analysing, and is perpet- 
ually defining and re-defining its 
principles and objects." (Workers' 
Republic. Jan. 22. 1916). 
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the pound more for food than this fimelast t 

year. This enormous cost of living rise reveals 
just how much prices have been overtaking 
wages - yet the Labour Government con- 
demns wage claims and is supposed to be 
adequately ‘subsidizing’ basic foods! 
SUBSIDY FRAUD ~ ! 

Shirley Williams, so-called ‘Secretary 
for Prices and Consumer Protection’ has 
failed miserably to defend the interests of 
the British housewife. The Prices Act of 
1974 allowed for the subsidy of food up to 
£700m. But this ‘subsidy’, besides failing 
badly so far, merely serves to take money 
off working people in taxes and hand it to 
the food mon o polies.^ ™" * V" 

(Source :NF’s "Spearhead" ) 


BRITISH HOUSEWIVES have been hard hit 

by recent soaring food prices, and these rises 
are getting worse and more frequent. As the 
giant food monopolies step up their drive for 
even larger profits, the burden on the result- 
ing price increases falls heavily on the ordin- 
ary British working family. While the West- 
minster politicians waffle on about inflation 
but do nothing decisive, the standard of living 
of British working people declines alarmingly. 
And this is a direct consequence of rising 
prices — especially of food. 


WAGES CHASE PRICES 

Food price increases are now nearly 
doubling on some products every two weeks, 
according to the food trade magazine The 
Grocer. The magazine’s foods survey for the 
week ending 24th May, for instance, shows 
678 price rises in one week! These rises 
support the ominous prediction made that 
week by food monopolist Dominic Cadbury 
that food prices wifi leap 60p in the pound 
this. year. The Grocer price index also shows ’ 
that housewives are n ow paying over 2Sjp in 


GUARD AGAINST 

FACE OF FASCISM 


"LEFT" 


IN RECENT MONTHS A FRESH RALLYING POINT 
FOR RIGHTISTS, RACISTS AND REACTIONARIES 
HAS BEEN SPAWNED IN BRITAIN. The coming 
into being of the 'new* National Party 
resulted from a split in the nazi-Nation.- 
al Front, headed by John Tyndall and his 
henchman, Mar tin Webster. A notorious 
racist, John Kingsley Read, now heads the 
National Party. 

This bust-up is one for supremacy in 
the gutter of the Right. Both these fas- 
cist organisations are backed by wealthy 
individuals, like Andrew Fountaine and R. 
Beauclaire(as well as by fascists and 
fascist regimes cucside this country). 
Neither of them differ fundamentally over 
questions of policy. In fact, the Nation- 
al Party is doing its utmost to take 
over the mantle of the NF only with a 
" much harder line". 

It is safe to speculate that in addit- 
ion to the personal power-mad ambitions 
of individuals such as Tyndall, Webster 
and Read inside the then united NF.what 
provoked the split were deep differences 
over how these new-style nazis were to 
go about winning popular support. 

The most dangerous fraud and deceit 
that these fascists are working day and 
night to put over on ordinary working 
people is that they are "concerned" with 
the problems caused by the current crisis 
of the capitalist system -rising prices, 
low wages, unemployment, rising rates, rents 
and low pensions etc. Some examples are 
shown on this page. 

It is probably the case that the open 
pro-nazi records of creatures like Tyn- 
dall and Webster (parading in nazi-style 
uniforms, attacking synagogues etc) are 
considered by many of their former enthus- 
iastic supporters to be a liability -to 
the public relations and electioneer- 
ing of a "modern" fascist organisation 
trying to win popular support. 

What"concerns" all prominent fascist 
organisations is their ability to deceive 
the masses as to their real intentions. 

The "left" or so-called "populist" face 
of British fascism is precisely designed 
to win mass support in a way that will 
challenge the mainstream capitalism par- 
ties, Labour Tory and Liberal. In this 
period of economic and political crisis 
thrown up, as in the past, by the anarchy 
of capitalist society, the people want 
change, and real change for the better. 

The fascists try to capture the minds 
and loyalty of basically decent, bat con- 
fused and politically frustrated people. 
They exploit the familiar and hackneyed 
notions of "Race" and "Nation". In part- 
icular they are inciting race war and 
race hatred against the black national 
minorities here. 

They are also drawing support from the 
disgust felt by many people towards the 
established political parties. 

But the most crucial aspect of their 
propaganda offensive is the parading of a 
"left" image based upon the perversion of 
the ideals and ideas of genuine socialists 
who are fighting for lasting change, and 
who unlike the fascists demand the total 
overthrow of the capitalist system itself. 


The "left" face of fascism is no more 
than a mimicry, combined*with a vicious 
anti-communist campaign of slander and 
brutal thuggery. 

A typical example of so-called "pro- 
people" propaganda is shown at the top of 
the page, and is taken from the NF journal 
"Spearhead". Taking the obvious facts of 
hardship and anxiety for millions, the art- 
icle lays the blame not at the door of 
the capitalist system, and its ruling class, 
but on a few miserable politicians and 
some mysterious force "Internationalism". 

Needless to say, the modern capitalist 
system, which the fascists support, is by 
its very nature international and exploits 
workers the world over. 

The trumped-up trade union fraud and 
renegade, Neil Farnell, who concocted this 
rubbish is a typical example of how fasc- 
ists are trying to gain a foophold among 
broad sections of the trade union move- 
ment, at a time when the sell-out leader- 
ship is letting workers down every day of 
the week. _ 

DANGER 

But the fact that some of the demands put 
forward by this fascist might also be sup- 
ported by genuine socialists is an obvious 
sign of the subversive danger, which these 
right-wing reactionaries present with 
their "left" sounding phrases and hypo- 
critical demands. 

This "left" face is geared to a growing 
consciousness among workers that under 
capitalism, they are exploited as a class 
...that the rich are getting richer and 
the poor poorer. Hitler and Mussolini 
organised purges of their own followers 
who took this demagogic "left" face too 
seriously. Take for example the 1926 Pro- 
gramme of German National Socialism, which 
demanded the "abolition of unearned in- 
come" the breaking of interest slavery" 
"the nationalisation of all trusts" pro- 
fit sharing in large concerns" ," confisca- 
tion without compensation of land for 
communal purposes" . etc . Italian fascism 


INTERNATIONALISM TO BLXMf"“ 

What has been the cause of this 
sive rise in food prices? Obviously v 
price rises and the Common Market 
been mainly to blame, but we have 
affected by these because of the pn 
Government’s subservience to interna 

alist economic policies 

working people should demar 

1 . An end to monopoly control and spe< 
tion o f commodities. 

2. That the Government freeze all i 
prices by slashing the outrageous pr 
of the giant food monopolies. 

A scrapping of the fraudulent ‘Price C 
mission’; and the establishment of ( 
emment-approved housewives’ and t 
unionists’ councils to monitor food p 
increases in every locality. 

4. The rigid control of the big banks 
slashing of the present exorbitant inte 
rates. 

NEIL FARNELL (TGWU) 


NATIONAL FRONT 
IRL FIGHTS FOR 

f 

: 

1 i 

(Propaganda blurb 
from the NF paper 
"Britain First", 
now controlled by ■£ 

\ the National 
I Party.) 


Patricia Wyatt 

PENSIONERS 



also demanded, among other things, "the 
transference of control of industry i 
syndicates of technicians and workers 
Today, the NF , the National Party, anc 
the Mosleyite Union Movement also sup 
such phoney notions, including "workei 
partnership schemes". The NF "supports 
the practice of profit sharing in inc. 
try as the best incentive to all work 
It claims to be "neither capitalist c 
socialist in the sense in which those 
terms are usually understood..." 

The bare facts of history prove tha 
the elaborate and sophisticated "big 
techniques of the fascists and nazis 
lead only to the wholescale repressio 
the working class and many other pro- 
gressive forces in society. Ultimate- 
ly they lead, as with Hitler and Musso 
lini, to war. 

The attempt to incite race-war, and 
pecially among the unemployed is cles 
proof of the danger that threatens wc 
ing people. This cynical subversion c 
solidarity between black and white 
ignores the simple fact that unemploj 
ment on a mass scale existed in Brits 
long before immigration to this count 
began. 

THE SOPHISTICATION OF THE "BIG LIE' 
TECHNIQUES EMPLOYED BY THE NEW-NAZIS 
AND THEIR FELLOW-TRAVELLERS WILL PRO\i 
A POWERFUL TESTING POINT FOR THE 
ABILITY OF GENUINE SOCIALISTS AND PRC 
GRESSIVE PEOPLE TO INTEGRATE AMONG AN 
WIN OVER HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS OF WOF 
ING PEOPLE TO MILITANT ANTI-FASCISM A. 
ANTI-RACISM, DRIVING THE FASCISTS OFF 
THE STREETS AND OUT OF THE WORKPLACES 
BACK INTO THE SEWERS WHERE THEY BELON 





LEFT: The public image of a NF "here 
for propaganda purposes , while , ABOVl 
Graeme Atkinson -19 stitches after « 
bottle in his face from a NF thug ai 
NCCL meeting in Manchester - is one 
millions of whites who will fight tl 
racists every step of the way. 
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A Workers Noteboo 



them and us’ 


Wealthy backers 
provide new home 
for NF nazis. 


Ntmr Ntthml Front hetdqutrton 
at 91 Connaught ho ad, Ttddington, 
Middlesex. 


#A recent - court case has exposed activities of 
one of the extreme Hitlerite groups, the Nation- 
al Front .A progressive anti-fascist, David Rob- 
erts, infiltrated this organisation and gained a 
great deal of information on them and on other 
neo-nazi organisations. Roberts was arrested 
with two members of the NF who were armed, 
one with a shotgun and other offensive 
weapons. Information was produced in court by 
Roberts and documents plus tapes have been 
forwarded to the Home Office. One exposed 
organisation is a group called Column 88, after 
the Hitler youth movement of pre-war Vienna, 
which prides itself on being armed. 

The VOP demands immediate action by the 
Home Office to raid all known right-wing 
terrorist organisations on the basis of this 
and other information which is surely in its 
possession. A refusal to do so will provide 
further proof, if any were needed, that compli- 
city exists at various levels between these 
fascist organisations and agencies of the capit- 
alist state. 

• Individuals are now in jail in north-east 
Ireland after evidence was planted on 
them by troops . This emerged in recent 


newspaper confessions of a British para- 
trooper, Paul Handley. Handley had stated, 
that a man named E . McCl afferty ,31, who 
had been sentenced for carrying a gun 
had in fact been framed t "He was not 
armed. I lied because I was ordered to." 
In the south, meanwhile, the notorious 
Special Criminal Court operates with 
such impunity that framing on the above 
scale is hardly even necessary. The 
word of a police superintendent is 
enough to convict a man or woman of be- 
longing to an "illegal organisation". 

The backlog of cases before this court 
is so large that judges have recently 
proposed the setting up of a second 
Special Criminal Court. 


For books on: 

MARX ISM- LENINISM, MAO TSETUNG THOUGHT 
and literature on: 

ALBANIA, CHINA & LIBERATION MOVEMENTS 
and: 

REVOLUTIONARY RECORDS AND POSTERS, 
PAPER-CUTS & HANDICRAFTS FROM CHINA, 
contact: 

"BANNER BOOKS & CRAFTS" 

90, Camden High Street 
London N.W.l, 

Tel: 387 5488 


• The"humane" face of British imperialist rule 
in Ireland revealed itself again at Westmin- 
ster. The refusal of thousands of rent and 
rate strikers in the north to pay back debts 


incurred during struggle in recent years has 
provoked Labourite Rees into extending the 
‘Payment of Debts' (Emergency Provisions)Act 
(Northern Ireland) 1971. Rees considers it both 
“humane" and "effective" to collect these un- 
paid debts from Social Security by forcible de- 
ductions. At a time when the number of unem- 
ployed in the north of Ireland is approaching 
the 100,000 mark, and rents are soon to rise by 
60p,this must be considered "kindness"itself. 
An administrative debt collection fee of 50p 
is also to be levied. No doubt the people of 
north-east Ireland will feel all the happier 
knowing that this tribute to a foreign power 
will help pay for the occupation troops which 
commit aggression against them. 


NEW ERA BOOKS 
203, SEVEN SISTERS RD 

LONDON N.4. Tel: 272 5894 


Marxist-Leninist Literature, 

(English Language, also Spanish, Greek 
and Turkish) 

SALES AND SUBSCRIPTIONS ARRANGED FOR 
CHINESE AND ALBANIAN JOURNALS. 

Selection of Posters and Chinese handi- 


crafts. 

MARXIST-LENINIST JOURNALS AND NEWSPAPERS, 
(from Britain, USA, Norway .Australia etc) 
COUNTRYWIDE WHOLESALE SUPPLIES 


Open: 10-6, Mon-Sat. 10-7.30 Thurs. 
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RATES 

£2.00 10 issues 

Airmail Rates on request. 

A subscription helps us 
help you. Subscribe now '. 






SONGS OF CLASS STRUGGLE 


IT IS THE POLICY OF THE'VOICE OF THE PEOPLE' TO PUBLISH LIVELY SONGS OF STRUGGLE - 
SONGS WHICH EXPRESS THE REAL INTERESTS OF THE WORKING PEOPLE OF THIS COUNTRY AND 
THROUGHOUT THE WORLD, THE SONGS PUBLISHED HERE ARE ALL SUNG BY AND SOME WRITTEN BY, 

TIE ' VOICE OF THE PEOPLE' FOLK GROUP, East-enders build anti-fascist barricades 



BE MODERATE 


THEY SHALL NOT PASS 

Sung to the tune of ‘Amazing Grace 1 



w WTrt r Fort og* D£nu*rv,M«r MooHUrft ftte.we o*v) wiwi Th# BfiklH 


"Be Moderate", the timorous cry. 
Who dread the tyrant 1 s thunder, 
"You ask too much, and people fly 
From you aghast, in wonder." 

‘T is passing strange, and I declare 
Such statements cause me mirth. 

For our demands most moderate are. 
We only want THE EARTH. 


Our masters all - a godly crew 
Whose hearts throb for the poor - 
Their sympathies assure us, too, 

If our demands were fewer . 

Most generous souls, but please observe, 
What they enjoy from birth. 

Is all we ever had the nerve 
To ask, that is. THE EARTH. 

The Labour Fakir, full of guile. 

Such doctrine ever preaches. 

And, whilst he bleeds the rank and file. 
Tame moderation teaches. 

Yet, in his despite, we'll see the day 
When with sword in its girth. 

Labour shall march in war array. 

To seize its own, THE EARTH. 

For Labour long with groans and tears 
To its oppressors knelt. 

But, never yet to aught save fears 
Did hear of tyrant melt. 

We need not kneel; our cause is high. 

Of true men there's no dearth. 

And our victorious rallying cry, 

Shall he, WE WANT THE EARTH. 


Come brothers, sisters, hand in hand. 

Take pride in our unity. 

Let black and white together stand. 

Our strength will make us free. 

As workmates, neighbours, comrades, friends. 
Together we live year by year, 

But the fascists would divide our ranks. 

And crush all freedom here. 

Their jackboot and their crooked cross, 

Lie hidden for a while; 

But Belsen, Auschwitz, Buchenwald, 

Are lurking beneath their smiles. 

Our fathers stopped them once before. 

Now we too stand in their way. 

In Cable Street they did not pass. 

They shall not pass today'. 

So allow no freedom for their voice. 

Their racist lies to spread, 

Unite to smash them everywhere. 

That fascists raise their heads. 

Repeat first verse 


continued on page 22 , 
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7° turn one's back on the leading force for » 
industrial proletariat - and the need to polil 


This newspaper is co-organiser of the 
meeting advertised on the back page of 
this issue,which will sum up important 
experiences gained by revolutionary work- 
ers in industry. These workers have been 
involved in concretely implementing the 
line of the document produced by the 
Communist Workers League of Britain 
(Marxist-Leninist) on "Building Revolut- 


ionary Communist Bases at the Place of 
Work". Their many-sided work has led to 
the bringing into being of factory prog- 
rammes of a new and revolutionary type 
and two new factory newspapers which will 
be available on the day. The "Voice of 
the People" maintains that to turn one's 
back on the leading force for socialist 
revolution - the industrial proletariat - 


and the need to politically educat 
organise it while learning from ii 
effect to turn one's back on socii 
revolution itself. 

Invitations are being forwarded tc 
organisations and all class consci 
men and women will have something 
learn and contribute to a discussi 
led by workers grappling with key 


{ i EACH DAY IN THIS COUNTRY many mil- 

lions of working-class people - men and 
women, young and old, black and white, of 
British and other nationalities - are exploited 
by capitalist bosses of varying degrees of wealth 
and power - men and women, young and old, 
black and white, of British and other nation- 
alities - at their place of work. Both in the 
| so-called "public", i.e. nationalised indust- 
ries, and private sectors this exploitation for 
[ profit goes on year in, year out, generation in, 

| generation out. 

At the very heart of the capitalist system lie 
the huge monopoly capitalist and imperialist 
firms which exploit not only workers here in 
Britain but in many parts of the world, partic- 
ularly in the colonies and neo-colonies, where 
| struggles are taking place right now for national 
liberation and socialism. Their fight is against 

I the same enemy that exploits workers here in 
Britain; and differences of colour, nationality, 
creed and language cannot deny that fundam- 
ental truth on which rests the objective unity 
of class interest shared by workers and oppressed 
peoples across this globe. Accordingly, every 
[ worker here has it in common with all workers 
everywhere to organise to overthrow the ex- 
ploiters and establish the state political power 
| of the working class, his class. 

u The scenes of daily exploitation to be wit- 
nessed in Liverpool, Manchester, Glasgow, 
Birmingham, Cardiff and London have their 
counterpart wherever workers are yet unfree 
from the "law and order" of capitalist dictator- 
ship. In city and countryside, town and village, 
the scramble for maximum profits goes on. We 
I struggling workers and other progressively- 
inclined people have allies amounting to billions 
of people in the imperialist and capitalist coun- 
tries, and in the colonies and in socialist coun- 
I tries, such as China and Albania, where the 
bosses and their hirelings have been defeated 
already and where workers are now in control 
I of their own destinies. 


££ Perhaps no words sum up this objective 

unity of workers of all lands better than 
those uttered by James Connolly, the great Irish 
revolutionary Marxist theoretician and fighter, 
who stated "The socialist of another country is 
my fellow patriot, as the capitalist of my own 
country is my natural enemy." Our plan for at- 
tacking the bosses * 1 system by building revolution- 
ary centres in industry is a complementary part 
of the fight for freedom and socialism everywhere. 

We must recognise that the world situation 
is changing rapidly and that revolution is indeed 
the main trend in the world today. We must 
understand that globally we are now living in a 
new era in which imperialism is heading for total 
collapse and socialism is advancing to world- 
wide victory. In this situation the contradictions 
between capital and labour are intensifying with- 
in the capitalist and imperialist countries them- 
selves, including Britain, and things are growing 
very acute as the bosses seek to pass the burden 
of their crises onto the backs of the working 
class, who in turn strike back at them, 

■ £ We must also be quite clear as to the max- 
imum objectives of our industrial base- 
building plans. We must know what we are work- 
ing towards. In a nut-shell that maximum objec- 
tive can be stated as follows: Revolutionary com- 
munists understand that the essential question 
facing the people of Britain is that of political 
power - is the capitalist class to hold onto it as 
at present, or is the working class to organise to 
take it from them. We believe that we should 
fight in essence not merely for minor reforms, 
which would leave the wealthy still in power, 
but for the complete liberation of the working 
class from the rule of capitalist exploitation. 
Revolution means to work for the overthrow of 
the British ruling class and the establishment of 
working class political power - that is THE DIC- 
TATORSHIP OF THE PROLETARIAT, THE DIC- 
TATORSHIP OF THE WORKING CLASS. This 


~eans rne aictatarcnip of fne working i 

the overthrown ruling class. It means ffi 
ing of bourgeois democracy, which in r 
the dictatorship of a small number of ca 
owners of the means of production, distr 
and exchange over the masses of the pe 
proletarian democracy, which is the der 
dictatorship (democratic because worker 
overwhelming majority in the total popu 
the people, under working class leadersl 
the overthrown capitalist class and its si 
This fundamental political change, the < 
riation of the expropriators, is the essen 
revolutionary change: political power fc 
working class in Britain, a Britain in wh 
state machine, industry, commerce, sci« 
technology, agriculture, transportation, 
education, culture and all other aspects 
and economic life, will be owned, conti 
by, and represent, in all spheres, the cl 
interest of working people. Revolution is 
only way in which these advances can p< 
come about, for it is a fact that those wi 
possess political power, privilege and pr 
will never willingly give up their profits 
there is not a single example anywhere ii 
world, either historically or currently, w 
the transition from capitalism to socialisr 
taken place peacefully or by any means < 
than a workers led, socialist revolution, 
then is the maximum strategic goal that b 
revolutionary bases in industry will contr 
towards. This is the political context int< 
our industrial plans fall. POWER FOR W< 
PEOPLE AND AN END TO EXPLOITATK 
MAN BY MAN. 

The industrial section of the working cl< 
furthermore unique in that it is at the hec 
the capitalist system of production. Grea 
of workers, sometimes as many as twenty, 
forty thousand and more are linked under 
recti on and control of a single structure c 
hands, foremen, super i ntendeftfs, t—nji 
managers, executives, cirectx 
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t revolution - the 
educate and 
TURN ONE'S BACK 

in steel, motor manufacturing, coal, transport, 
plane-making, construction, agriculture, and 
so on throughout Britain. Without the physical 
and mental work of these industrial workers not 
a penny of profit would emerge from the machines, 
assembly tracks and the rest of the industrial 
apparatus of the capitalists. The working class 
is the dynamo, the wheel at the centre of the cap- 
italist system of profit. Here is where it all goes 
on, day ond often night-shift. Give Marxist- 
Leninists strong revolutionary bases in these 
central industries; give them a hardhitting and 
lively newspaper sold nationally and frequently, 
reporting on all the various struggles and giving 
scientific leadership; give us a national organis- 
ation that knows well the skills of the socialist 
agitator, organiser and political educator of 
the masses. . . .then does the working class have 



details on back page 


the muscle it needs to effect social change, 
revolutionary change. Only a genuine revolut- 
ionary Party can lead the fight for socialist 
revolution to a successful outcome. Only when 
serious inroads into the working class have been 
made with communist - as being different to 
militant trade union ideas and economism - 
ideas and organisation can such a genuine Party 
come into existence. No such genuine Party 
exists, and to pretend that it does only mis- 
leads the working class and diverts it from build- 
ing a Party that will really provide leadership. 

UThe truth is that the working class in Britain 
has no Party to advance and defend its 
interest. And no such Party can come into being 


if it does not have a base within the industrial 
proletariat. In this connection we in the 
CWLB(M-L)are convinced that the place to start 
building the house is with strong foundations, 
not by first putting up the name plaque, and ex- 
pecting by virtue of that act that the rest of the 
house will somehow or other get put together at 
sometime in the future. The title of "vanguard 
of the working class" must be earned, not assumed. 
It is the most advanced workers that must be 
won, both to build a genuine Party and to fill its 
ranks in increasing numbers. Conditions must be 
created before a Party can come about, and the 
CWLB(M-L) considers that an important, if not 
determining, part of the task is to make a plan 
for winning industrial workers to the theory and 
practice of revolutionary communism, Marxism- 
Leninism. A genuine Party is not "created" and 
then "given" to the working class. Genuine 
Parties are built, not simply declared, and must 
have a scientific basis - a class analysis - and 
must possess from that analysis the main instru- 
ment for actually mobilising the working class in 
large numbers on a revolutionary basis - a gen- 
uine Marxist-Leninist programme. Neither as 
yet exist and neither will they until far more 
industrial workers play an active and creative 
part in the Party building process. 55 

u Marxist -Leninists must set about the estab- 
lishment of links with the working class that 
are, under any circumstances, destruction-proof 
as far as attempts to crush the revolutionary 
movement by the ruling class are concerned. On 
any positive issue we communists must be there 
fighting with workers, no matter how small or 
large the issues. Communists must provide con- 
crete, scientific and militant leadership. That is 
the reason for their very existence. On short 
and long term matters the communist revolution- 
ary voice must be heard in work-places through- 
out the country. 

This job of building bases at the place of work 
cannot be accomplished from ouside the factory 
or depot walls. Respect, indestructable links, 
knowledge of actual conditions, involvement 
in the day-to-day struggle, politically educ- 
ating workers and bringing to them in a crea- 
tive manner the science of revolutionary soc- 
jalism;leaming from workers whose, knowledge 
of the class struggle, production and technolog- 
ical know-how is unsurpassed by any other class 
in society; raising the central questions of ideo- 
logy and concepts such as the dictatorship of 
the proletariat; bui Iding and maintaining strong 
links of friendship inside and outside the place 
of work; getting to know their families and ass- 
isting with any problems, though taking care not 
to interfere, helping to encourage the political 
development of the wives of workmates who, in 
many cases, are tied to working in the house, 
somewhat isolated and not so directlya part 
of the shop-floor fight. . .how can these tasks 
(and if this sort of activity is not the life-blood 
of "integrating with the people" then what is?) 
possibly be accomplished from outside the fact- 
ories, depots and elsewhere where working 
men and women are daily converging?* The 
answer is, of course, that they can only be 
accomplished if we submerge ourselves in work- 
place after workplace and become friend, conf- 
idant, and struggling comrade of workers through- 
out this land. Anybody who doubts this argum- 
ent has the job of explaining how those outside 
the place of work can possibly undertake serious 
revolutionary work, such as the organisation of 
strikes and other forms of anti-capitalist struggle. 
We believe that inthe absence of such a plan- 
ned approach and direct integration all that can 
be done is for some people, divorced from work- 
ers, to arrogantly strut about outside workplaces 


instructing the people as to what they "should" 
be doing; and that will meet with a definite 

response from those inside. 55 

U The recruitment of industrial workers to the 
ranks of the revolutionary movement is 
one of the most important and immediate aims 
of industrial work. Communists must look to 
cadre recruitment as a major task. Fresh blood, 
new minds, people with differing experience, 
from various trades, various histories; comrades 
in positions whereby their political standing is 
such that when they propose that the job stops 
until demands are met, then the job actually stops; 
comrades with their feet on the floor, with a real- 
istic, not abstract, approach to the struggle; 
comrades who speak the language of the people 
and who can influence and articulate the revol- 
utionary mass line; workers who can teach us 
and others and who are modest enough to under- 
stand that their own knowledge is limited and 
can only develop when they study and apply 

socialism as a science these workers 

are badly needed and will inevitably form the 
backbone of a mighty revolutionary mass move- 
ment on the shop floor and a workers 1 revolution- 
ary Party, when it is formed. 

The Marxist-Leninist movement must have this 
orientation towards workers, otherwise it will 
not overcome its present isolation, smallness and 
fragmentation, and will not develop into a 
force capable of presenting a real challenge to 
the capitalist class. This is the only way forward, 
the area of agitation that can deliver the goods 
as far as welding together an indestructible 
force for socialism. There is nowhere as rich for 
us communists to concentrate on, nowhere else 
we can go to find the strength we must find, 
no other source of life and continuity for the 
carrying out of our stated aims. To fail to adopt 
this course would be to condemn the socialist 
case to the scrap-heap, to sell out the class 
struggle, . 

u Regarding the content of our political in- 
dustrial base-building, and this applies in 
other areas as well, there are two main mistakes 
to be avoided: one is left sectarianism, the other 
is right opportunism. Both are deviations from 
scientific socialism which objectively aid the 
capitalists. 

Sectarianism frequently manifests itself in 
the taking of a "lefter than left" line, in run- 
ning about like a headless chicken shouting 
slogans that for the most part are meaningless 

continued on next page 
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cont. from p7\ 

for workers who are hearing about revoluti^.. 
for the first time in their lives. For example, 
to confine our industrial work to talking about 
the need to "Go out and smash capitalism and 
make revolution and destroy the running dogs 

11 and on and on is more likely to turn 

workers away, who, if approached in a more 
serious way, would genuinely want to learn 
about socialism. It would push them away 
instead of drawing these potential allies closer. 
Such airy-fairy sloganising is abstract and is no 
substitute for reasoned argument and slogans 
that really do give a lead. Additionally, such 
sectarian ranting has nothing to do with the 
most urgent and pressing problems as many workers 
at a relatively low level of political develop- 
ment, see things. In our statements, leaflets, 
pamphlets, papers, speeches and posters we must 
take into account, and start with, the level of 
consciousness that exists, not the level we would 
like to see existing. We say in the CWLB(M-L) 
that abstract sectarian ranting about issues 
that workers do not relate to and in a style that 
is akin to a middle-class bible thumper is no sub- 
stitute for carefully working out programmes of 
action which take into account both the imm- 
ediate issues facing workers and the need to 
develop their thinking politically. Sectarian 
ranting, simply waving the Red Book, or flashing 
in an abstract way pictures of Mao Tsetung. . . . 
all are an expression, in reality, of the inability 
of those who pursue this style of work to get down 
to the job of winning people to revolution. 

Such ranting is a front. The great socialist 
revolution in China was not made by Mao Tsetung 
and other leaders waving a picture of comrade 
Lenin about, but to the contrary by concretely 
applying Leninism to the problems and tasks of 
the revolutionary struggle. We reject artificial 
"revolutionising" and see it as a sign of a middle 
class tendency within the movement which must 
be corrected. This is just one type of sectarian 
manifestation. 

Right opportunism, the second deviation from 
scientific socialism, has as one manifestation 
the attempt to confine our line to minor reforms 
of wages, conditions, hours etc, as though these 
were ends in themselves, rather than a means 
whereby struggle on these important issues pro- 
vides revolutionaries with opportunities for 
escalating the level of political consciousness of 
the work force to a revolutionary level. Unless 
this is the way these types of struggles are waged 
then the bosses will usually be able to accom- 
modate these demands, if they are forced to, 
within their system, and no serious challenge 
will ever be posed to their domination of the 
means of production, or to the overall capitalist 
system and their state political power in general. 
We would not be leading the fight for socialist 
change in society, but instead would be hiding 
our politics and tailing workers. While we must 
be in there fighting for immediate reforms, im- 
proved wages, conditions and hours etc, we must 
simultaneously fight reformism, because reform- 
ism will at the end of the day still leave the cap- 
italists in charge; indeed reformism is the line 
that the capitalist class itself will - and does - 
promote in order to confuse workers into thinking 
that somehow, in a never-never land, time and 
place, their demands for a socially just system 

will be met if only they are patient, don't 

cause trouble, and keep on working. Our job is 
to constantly expose reformism, the main rep- 
resentative (but by no means the only one) of 
which is the capitalist Labour Party. 

In a nub, the line we propose is one of skill- 
fully combining the short term with the long 
term, the immediate demands concerning wages, 
conditions and so on, which are definitely on the 
minds of workers, with political demands for 
social changes of a fundamental nature; a line 
which accepts that it is wholly right for indust- 


rially-based comrades to fight, and fight harder 
than any other, for the immediate demands re- 
lating to any and every aspect of matters of 
concern; a line which does not counterpose 
immediate issues with the long term task and 
objective of making the socialist revolution 
to destroy the dictatorship of the capitalists. 
Every genuine Party, has fully understood that 
in its programme, on all fronts relating to 
party-building work, to leave out or push into 
the background the maximum goal of revolution 
is to make a right opportunist error, for it leaves 
in the programme only demands that are reform- 
ist and can be accommodated, at a push, by the 
reactionary ruling class. On the other hand, 
to eliminate or push into the background dem- 
ands concerning immediate issues will render a 
programme and a style of work sterile and ab- 
stract as far as working people are involved, 
and will be sectarian in so much as it will ex- 
ceed their existing level of political conscious- 
ness. In a word, industrial programmes that fail 
to take up immediate and burning issues, and 
instead only talk about "making revolution", 
the maximum goal, will leave most workers cold 
and will make them think that communism is lit- 
tle to do with them. 55 

££ There is no room, or real basis, for defeat- 
ism in the face of these historic tasks. 
Defeatism is being felt by the class enemy, 
and with good reason. History is against them. 
Their system is in dire crisis. Ultimately, they 
cannot solve their problems which can only 
get worse as the crisis develops on a world scale 
for their system. They cannot solve their problems 
because they are the problems of dying. We 
can solve ours because revolution is a force that 
is coming into being as more and more people 
come into hostile contradiction with a system 
that benefits the few at the expense of the vast 
majority of the population. Ours are problems of 
growth. The two types of problems are thus qualit- 
atively different. JJ5 

HJhe direction of revolutionary communists 
into industrial situations where the maximum 
political returns can be reaped is important. 

There must be a plan Spontaneously 

working here or there according to whim is no 

good. Priorities must be worked out 

The temperament of comrades must be looked 
at; their background, especially their class back- 
ground; how they get on with workers; their whole 
style of political work; all should figure in dec- 
iding who should go where to da what. Those from 
middle class backgrounds who adopt revolutionary 
communism should not have their background 
held against them. But it must be taken into ac- 
count, for such comrades will bring with their 
strengths, their weaknesses as well, often the 
tendency to vacillate in difficult times. 55 

U .over a period of time communists must 
change what was a passive, boss -dominated 
work-situation into a militant, struggling, ac- 
tive situation, in which many workers are think- 
ing and fighting hard. In this way a political 
awakening will step by step be set in motion. 
Political discussions about revolutionary change 
will become common among a growing number 
of more class conscious workers. Organisations 
will grow. Through the efforts of a small number 
of communists the balance of power will change 
within the factory. Political education circles 
may be set up. 55 

U By the skillful combining of reform demands 
with revolutionary demands the general 
level of class consciousness is raised while at 
the same time immediate demands relating to 
wages, conditions and so on are also fought for. 

A reform demand is one that is important to the 
work-force and can be satisfied by forcing the 
employers to give in. A revolutionary demand is 


AWAKENING 

one that cannot be satisfied within the 
system and will expose the political natui 
capitalism in a way that will be understai 
to workers on the shop floor. The employ) 
with these tactics may well try to take th 
out of the new and militant situation by g 
the reform demand. This will show the wc 
concretely that it has vast power if only i 
organised and starts to use it. On the otfr 
the revolutionary demand - for example, 
mand that the work -place be controlled a 
on democratic lines by the workers themse 
cannot be satisfied by the employer becat 
agree to it would amount to declaring hirr 
and the management redundant. The boss 
rule would be undermined. This they cann 
allow. They will be forced to explain to \ 
why it is that faceless shareholders, a tin) 
of managers, supported by their supervisor 
so on, have the right to exploit the laboui 
er of the work-force, have the right to de 
what share of the profits should be re-paic 
the form of wages to the very people who 
those profits possible, have the right to he 
livelihood of a large number of workers ar 
their families in their hands, have the rigl 
impose an undemocratic regime onto the p 
As the struggle goes on, pressure on the 
will intensify. If they refuse to satisfy eve 
reform demand, they will be in trouble, f< 
more and more workers will see that their 
ployers are being unreasonable. The empl< 
will be in bad odour. They will, assuming 
pressure is kept up, want, sooner or later, 
get off the hook. Strikes will interfere wit 
uction. They will want to win back the "g 
will" of "their" workers. They will face c< 
dictions within their own ranks at manager! 
level: some managers will want to settle, < 
will stick to their reactionary guns and spli 
and fume about "the reds" and refer loving 
"the ola aays‘ when the natives were less ; 
less. Eventually they must give in to at lec 
some of the reform demands: wages will be 
creased, hours shortened, conditions impro 
This will be a victory, especially in a plac 
was only a relatively short while ago comp 
un-organised. The work -force will gain co 
ence and experience. They will have taste 
power they always had but have only just s 
to use. Even if there are set-backs, things 
never go back to the old days. And, becai 
reform demands were linked with revolutior 
demands which exposed the political as we 
the economic nature of the work-place set- 
workers will have received a political lessc 
the nature of capitalism. Had the two not t 
included in the set of demands, this could i 
have taken place. This is the difference be 
a set of demands that are entirely reformist, 
a sefof demands that include revolutionary 
political demands which force the employer 
to reveal their true, ugly and anti-democra 
position. They are revealed as being conce 
with profits not people. And the work-force 
sees this plainly. 

Eventually within the work-place there wi 
come to exist a state of dual power. This m< 
that there are two power bases within the w 
place: one is the dictatorship of the employ 
other is the organised and militant power be 
workers. No longer does the employer have 
his own way. On the other hand the worker 
not get rid of the employers because societ> 
whole remains in the hands of the capitalist 
supported and maintained by its parliament, 
police, soldiers, courts, prisons, civil servi 
newspapers, radio, TV, national and local 
ernment, etc. And the capitalist ruling clas 
will never allow one of its member employe 
be permanently dispossessed of his factory. 

The creation through mass struggle c 

dual power situations in factory after factor 

continued on next 


..ORGANISING THE SHOP FLOOR 

pears to be a major way of preparing the ground will be responsible to it and will act as the 


for the final battle for state political power. Not 
an end in itself, but a step along the road to the 
seizure of state political power, and probably 
the furthest workers will be able to go under the 
dictatorship of capital. 

Precisely what form and content are given to 
reform and revolutionary demands can only be 
worked out in individual factories and other 
work -pi aces. J5 

u The building of revolutionary workers coun- 
cils and other organisations in the factories 
will be a very important step towards the building 
of the actual means, the tools, for taking polit- 
ical power. These instruments of socialist struggle 
in area after area, factory after factory, will, 
in the decisive phase of the class struggle, when 
revolution is the order of the day (and that sit- 
uation certainly does not exist now in this coun- 
try), constitute the mighty muscle which will 
politically and militarily set seal to the fate of 
a tottering capitalist class. In short, they will 
be the modern-day equivalent of the soviets of 
workers, peasants and soldiers which struck the 
final blow of the revolution in Russia in 1917. 
Without such organs of working class struggle 
having been set up, there can be no revolution 
in this country. This is the measure of the 
vital importance that communists must attach 
to the building of revolutionary communist bases 
at the place of work throughout this land. 55 

££ Communists must also work among the un- 
employed, hammering home the point time 
and time again that unemployment is a result 
of the un-planned, anarchy of the capitalist 
system of production. w 

u However, without one special type of org- 
anisation none of it will be possible to sus- 
tain. That organisation, the main motor and or- 
ganiser of the work in factories and elsewhere is 
a disciplined, hardworking revolutionary com- 
munist centre or cell. It is the primary organis- 
ing and leading force, made up of normally at 
least three people, of a revolutionary level of 
class consciousness, who have been tried and 
tested in practice and who are relatively exp- 
erienced organisers and agitators. On their 
shoulders falls the task of leading workers along 
the path of socialist struggle. These centres 
must be set up in every work -pi ace where we 
revolutionary communists have a base, or are 
intent on building one. It will be the main thing 
the employers will be out to locate and will 
normally work in secret simply to avoid detect- 
ion and dismissal. The Marxist-Leninist move- 
ment would welcome into its centres any and 
every working man and woman who showed 
themselves to be serious revolutionaries, and the 
centre would act as a recruiting ground for 
bringing new people into the ranks of organised 
communism. This would be one major method of 
creating the right calibre of working class 
people who will surely constitute the backbone 
of a real communist Party and mass movement. 

The centre will bring its revolutionary 
influence to bear in the shop stewards commit- 
tees, where it will have members. In these and 
other types of workers' organisations, such' as 
workers' councils, etc; in district committees 
of the trade union movement; at regional and 
national level; at conference; wherever commun- 
ists can find a platform to put their views 
across, they should strive to be. 

As the movement spreads, the question of 
building a national co-ordinating committee of 
industrially based communists and sympathisers 
will be posed. Such an organisation would be 
dialectically related to Party-building 

Care must be taken not to confuse two basic- 
ally different types of organisation: the cell or 
centre will be composed of communists and will 
be related to, and an integral part of. Party 
building; and after the Party has come into being 


defender and advocate of the democratically- 
arrived at line of the Party. Other organis- 
ations, such as a shop stewards committee, will 
not be Party-building organisations as such, but 
broad fronts composed of communists and non- 
communists but pursuing the type of demands 
discussed above, if revolutionaries have estab- 
lished leadership in them. Of course, the centre 
will recruit into its ranks shop stewards and 
others who develop into communists. But the 
different basis of the two organisational types 
must be recognised otherwise serious mistakes 
will be made, and communists will end up only 
being prepared to work with other communists, 
without there being any broad tront platform 
for them to integrate with other progressive 
workers who are potential revolutionaries. 



Vie must explain to British workers why Brit- 
ish troops have no right to be in Ireland 
and why they should be withdrawn 


To illustrate the point, it is clearly necessary 
for members of the centres to fight for the dic- 
tatorship of the proletariat; to insist that every 
member of a shop stewards committee should 
also pledge himself or herself to fight for this 
maximum goal would be nonsense - and danger- 
ous, sectarian, nonsense at that, for the isolat- 
ion of the communists would be the only possible 
outcome of such an erroneous line. 5V 

Should building revolutionary bases at the 

place of work be set against community- 
based forms of action. The CWLB(M-L) believes 
the answer is no, that they are complementary, 
not contradictory. This document does not deal 
with community work, such as tenants' work, etc, 
and other issues facing workers outside their 
work-place. But it does argue that in terms of 
general priority the place of work is the place 
where revolutionary communists should concen- 
trate on meet. We wish to make it quite clear 
that we are not opposing mobilising workers in 
the communities. On the other hand we do argue 
that there are a number of concrete reasons tor 
concentrating in the main on building revolut- 
ionary bases in workplaces. 

Some of the reasons are as follows: there is 
forced upon workers in factories and other places 
of production and service a type of activity 
that is repressively more stable and regular 
than elsewhere in society. Most workers have 
to report for work five or six days each week. 
They are there, day and often night-shift. Not 
only this, but they are there for long hours 
each day, hours during which revolutionaries 
can talk, educate, and organise. Additionally, 
it is normally at the actual point of production 
that the class struggle is most real, most immed- 
iate. The capitalist class, which is so often con- 
cealed in society under a varnish of this or that 
guise, on the shop floor is immediately present 
as "the boss". He's the man (and his lackey 
supervisors-though here too communists must 
not assume that foreme i are all whole-hearted 
reactionaries, but should instead assess them 
creatively in terms of their individual political 
outlook and practice) who says "No" to wage 
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schemes and conditions. . . .he is there as a per- 
sonification of the whole rotten system. This is 
not to say that the class struggle should be 
reduced to the level of this or that personality, 
but simply that a face-to-face situation often 
exists in a stark manner at the work- place. The 
bosses are there telling the work -force what the 
can and cannot do all the time. Capitalism is 
characterised, has a name and title. The powe 
structure is visible and tangible. This is the 
class enemy and it is there to be concretely 
struggled aginst. On the other hand, for examp 
the property speculator is not so immediately 
present. When was the last time somebody got 
nearer to Harry Hyams than a look at his Public 
Relations men? When was the last time the ganc 
that run the stock exchange were seen around? 
Workers in factories are tied to the most ad vane 
form of production, they are at the heart of 
the capitalist system, and without their co- 
operation that system is in peril. Nowhere else 
in society is capitalism so directly dependent 
on the working class, so instantly vulnerable. 
Cars and planes can be produced without capit- 
alists, but not without workers. 

Day in and day out the working class assemble 
in thousands of places of work. In order to sur- 
vive, because, therefore, of economic comp- 
ulsion, millions are forced to clock-in for most 
days of the year and most years of their lives. 

It is here, right here that there are to be found 
the ready-made schools for spreading revolution 
ary ideas, stopping the employers in their 
tracks, rallying workers on a large scale, 
doing battle with the class enemy where it is 
most easily hit and bruised. After work more co( 
versations can take place. Papers can be sold 
in large numbers. They can report and give 
leadership. Plans can be made. Mass democrat- 
ic meetings can be held. Communists are at 
the very veins and arteries of capitalism. THEY 
ARE INTEGRATED'. 


We argue that in no other situation in capital- 
ist Britain is there provided such opportunities 
for waging the class struggle. Here is to be 
found the pressure-cooker atmosphere of the 
machine and conveyor belt, and the assembly 
line that many a worker has even dropped dead 
over. This is the economic heart of the system; 
that heart is in our hands if and when we get 
organised. The contact obtained in the work- 
place situation, no matter how small or large 
the firm, cannot, under normal conditions, be 
excelled from the standpoint of bringing commur 
ism to the British working class. Here is the plac 
where we can most efficiently and substant- 
ially engage the enemy and win recruits. 

Even so, there is, of course, no once-and-for 
-all line of definition to be drawn in a dogmat- 
ic way between factory-type work and commun- 
ity action. After all, workers in factories 
live in communities and ideas about one aspect 
of socialist struggle are bound to spill out 
into those communities. 

The advance that communists can make in in- 
dustry will, the CWLB(M-L) believes, be the 
main way to exercise revolutionary leadership, 
eventually bringing millions of class conscious 
workers into action for socialism. 5J 


££The more the capitalist class is threatened 
by economic crisis and the organised workir 
class the more will it resort to trying to divide- 
and-rule the working class. The central aim is 
to turn worker against worker so that they will 
fight each other instead of the boss class. . . . 
worker fight worker and bosses laugh all the 
way to the bank. They try to convince workers 
that black immigrants are the cause of their 
problems, such as housing, jobs etc. In real- 
ity, however, there existed massive poverty 
in this country, and unemployment etc, before 
the first black immigrant set foot in Britain, 
and therefore it is nonsense to attribute such 
things to immigrants. Capitalism, not black 

continued on page 12 
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WHITE AND BLACK 
TURNING TIDE 
AGAINST BRITISH 
RACISTS ? 


"This survey makes it clear that race relations, 
as reflected in what ordinary people think about 
the various issues involved, are still in the early 
stages of a process of transformation, but never- 
theless, gives grounds for o modest amount of 
cautious optimism. This optimism is based on two 
factors rfirstly, the balance of white opinion was 
in favour of steps being taken to promote good 
race relations, despite negative feelings about 
the related but separate issue of immigration; 
and secondly, because younger white people 
were markedly more tolerant and accepting of 
multi-racial Britain than their parents." So 
claims the Community Relations Commission 
(CRC) in one of its latest publications called 
"Some of My Best Friends. . 

SURVEY 

The book is based on a survey carried out for 
the CRC by National Opinion Polls Ltd., among 
1,000 white and 1,000 "coloured" people. 
(The publication explains "We are conscious that 
not all will approve of the term "Coloured" .We 
apologise to them, but can find no better altern- 
ative. It does at least have the advantage of 
being the term in widest usage." VOP will use 
the term "black" instead as this is reasonably 
accurate and more acceptable to citizens who 
are not white.) The survey was researched and 
conducted during 1974-5. The two thousand 
people involved in the formalised interviewing 
were of both sexes, from a variety of jobs and 
birthplaces, from different classes and strata, 
of different religious views and no doubt some 
were "non-believers", and of different age 
groups. 


Any attempt to quantify attitudes towards race 
relations is of interest to all progressive people 
in Britain. In capitalist society racialism is 
commonly used by the ruling class and their 
stooges to whip up racial strife, especially 
within the working class. The hope is that 
the working masses can be split and confused 
and diverted into a race war instead o.f uniting 
for basic social change, socialism. Hence for 
all concerned to prevent a race war and to unite 
all who can be united and fight for a different 
system it is important to try to get an accurate 
quantitative picture of the size of the problem 
together with its nature. This helps to draw up 
programmes to combat the racists, such as the 
nazi National Front, the Action Party, and 
political creeps like Enoch Powell. Whether or 
not the CRC survey provides that clear picture 
is a matter which will be hotly debated. 
However, it is not every day that detailed 
surveys involving fairly large samples of the 
different social classes in various parts of the 
country are carried out with a great deal of 
statistical information being published. When 
this happens a look should be taken at the 
results- 

CONCLUSIONS 

The book arrives at several conclusions, some 
firm, others less firm. It warns against any feel- 
ings of complacency and implies that much is in 
the balance. It is riddled with what might be 
expected from a government-sponsored body 
run by a combination of social democrats and 



Over 4,000 London busmen, black and white, demonstrate the underlying 
that exists in working class ranks, by marching together on a memoris 
march for black conductor, Ronald Jones, killed by white youths 


liberals. The following quotes are taken from it: 
"The general run of the findings are much 
more optimistic than the prognostications of 
the more gloom-laden prophets who claim 
great insight into public opinion. In partic- 
ular, it is shown that public opinion is recep- 
tive to measures to improve race relations 
and there is a majority in favour of 
strengthened legislation. We hope that people 
who read this booklet will be encouraged to 
do what needs doing and less fearful of the 
backlash." 

"White people's attitudes appeared to separ- 
ate 'immigration' from 'race relations'. They 
were generally hostile to immigration; but 
accepted, albeit reluctantly, that Britain is 
a multi-racial country and showed willingness 
to learn to live with it." 

"Younger white people were markedly more 
tolerant and optimistic than older people". 
"There was a favourable reaction to suggest- 
ions for overcoming barriers created by lang- 
uage and cultural differences and for stronger 
anti-discrimination legislation. " 

"We attempted to assess how much importance 
the two samples attpched to race relations 
matters. Part of this attempt consisted of ask- 
ing respondents what problems they saw 
affecting their local area. It was clear that 
race caused very little concern compared with 
other problems. In fact only 1% of each of 
the samples mentioned things like "Too many 

foreigners" Housing and traffic were of 

major concern to both samples." 

" . .respondents were asked to give their 
opinion of different aspects of their local 
area, including housing, education, health 
provision and "relations between different 
races or nationalities in this area". 54% of 
the white sample said race relations were 
"good" or "very good", against only 3% who 
said they were "bad" (and less than 0.5% 
saying "very bad"). The "coloured" sample 
broadly agreed, 67% saying "good" or "very 
good" against 7% "bad" and 1% "very bad". 
Among samples region was an important in- 
fluence on respondents optimism, things being 
thought worse in London than elsewhere." 

LANGUAGE 

"There was a strong agreement from both white 
and "coloured" samples that "Language is the 
biggest barrier between races." 

"Another possibility we investigated was 
whether prejudice might spring from a more 
general xenophobia. We invited both white 


and "coloured" samples to agree or c 
with the statement "White people an 
ened of anything foreign". Both sam| 
agreed on balance, but a quarter of 
samples did agree with this ..." 

"Doubtless it would be unrealistic to 
people to have much knowledge of ii 
statistics, but it does reveal how eas 
be to get people to believe the exag 
claims of anyone who wanted to caus 

INTENSIFY STRUGGLE 
The booklet acknowledges the existenc 
"continuing hostile white minority" wi 
provide the social base for racists and 
to try and incite a race war. But if — < 
is an "if" - the conclusions that are dr 
the basis of detailed research and ques 
are broadly in keeping with the feelini 
British people, then important politic' 
can be made with some confidence. Art 

“Is feeling between white and coloured people getting better 


Source: the CRC booklet 

are that so far the attempts by racists 1 
major social strife using race have not 
results that fascist elements would like 
especially bad for them as the present < 
uation provides them with favourable si 
in which to play upon the fears of man) 
people. Next it can be concluded fro 
booklet that not only are blacks agains 
racists BUT THAT ORGANISATIONS L 
NF WILL HAVE TO TAKE ON AN INC 
MAJORITY OF WHITE PEOPLE WHO A 
SYMPATHETIC - TO SAY THE LEAST - 
SUCH AS A RACE WAR. Also, a majori 
people in Britain accept the reality of < 
racial society. And most people see soc 
problems such as housing and poverty a: 
important than the issue of race. But wh 
CRC draws the correct conclusions or n< 
struggle to expose, isolate and politico 
the racist campaign must be stepped up 
racism must not be defused by the optim 
such publications. We must say louder I 
NO FREEDOM OF SPEECH FOR RACIS 
FASCISTS'. 

BLACK AND WHITE UNITE AND FIGH 
AND FASCISM! 
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World Struggles 


“The socialist of another 
country is a fellow-patriot, as 
the capitalist of my own 



THE UNDERLYING 
THREAT OF 
PHONEY “DETENTE” 

DAILY THE NEED TO CLEARLY UNDERSTAND the 
class character of the Soviet Union becomes 
more important, together with the real mean- 
ing of its so-called "detente" with the US. 

In military and economic terms the Soviet 
Union and America are the most powerful 
nations on earth. They are both imperialist 
superpowers. The once-great Soviet Union 
has degenerated into a social imperialist 
(socialist in words, imperialist in deeds) 
state. There is no country in the world 
safe from becoming part of the global 
theatre of the superpowers' struggle for 
world power and supremacy. The Soviet Union 
is engaged in frantic war preparation which 
give the lie to its "detente" propaganda. 

In 1960 some 13.1% of its national income 
went on military hardware. Now it has 
reached a massive 20%, if not more. More 
is now being spent on instruments of war 
in Russia than Hitler spent in nazi Ger- 
many! 

It is vital that British workers and all 
progressive sections of society come to 
grips with the reality of Soviet expan- 
sionism no less than with the realities 
of US imperialism's global plans. 



preparing to redivide the world. 

In 1968 it was Czechoslovakia that fell to 
Soviet aggression. Early in 1969 the Soviet 
Union attacked the People's Republic of 
China. Now it conducts aggression in 
Angola, using Cuban troops as stooges. 

In Europe it tries to undermine the EEC 
block in order to pave the way for the 
takeover of any weak nations. 

While most of the capitalist press de- 
picts the US as a "friend", most other 
"left-wing" papers harp only on the well- 
known crimes of the US and deny the real 
role of the SU or even praise it to the 
skies. An especially vicious game is being 
played by the trotskyites. When the SU 
was a real workers' state and leading the 
fight against fascism during the last war 
Trotsky and his crowd attacked the SU and 
its people. Now when the SU is an imper- 
ialist state the trotskyites show it the 
warmest of sympathies. 

The working class and its allies must 
intensify their vigilance against the 
two superpowers as part of struggling to 
replace the dictatorship of capital by the 
democratic dictatorship of the working 
class, the majority of society. Failure 
to combat the plots of the superpowers 
will endanger that struggle for socialism 
and will add to the possibility of con- 
tention between the superpowers leading 
to a third world war. 


SONGS OF STRUGGLE 


FREEDOM WON’T LIE EASY 
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In Chile’s land I've heard it said. 

That many a gallant man lies dead, 

The fascists and the C.I.A. 

A nation's freedom swept away, but 

Chorus: Freedom won’t lie easy. 

And freedom won't give in. 

No, treedom won't lie easy, 

'Til the people rise again. 

In town and village people brave. 

Began to rise but were betrayed, 

"Give us guns" in hope they cried, 

But freedom's tools they were denied, and. 

In the factories, in the mines. 

The fascist’s army broke their lines. 

And worker-peasant patriots brave. 

Their country ,Chile , died to save, but. 

Too late, too late, Allende saw , 

That fascist thugs respect no law, 

"Arm yourselves", he cried too late, 

"You cannot use a bosses' state " , and. 

The people crushed, Allende slain. 

False prophets won't mislead again. 

The people's struggle carries on. 

And this shall be our rallying song, and, 

WORKERS OF THE WORLD 



Break your chains, demand your rights 
All the wealth you make is taken 
By exploiting parasites 
Shall you live in deep submission 
From your cradle to your graves 
Is the height of your ambition 
To be good and willing slaves? 


When the workers take a notion 
They can stop all speeding trains 
Every ship upon the ocean 
They can tie with mighty chains 
Every wheel in the creation 
Every mine and every mill 
Fleets and armies of the nation 
Will at their command, stand still 

Join the union fellow workers 
Men and women, side by side 
We'll crush the greedy shirkers 
Like a sweeping, surging tide 
For united we are standing 
But divided we will fall 
Let this be our understanding 
All for one and one for all 

Let's make the revolution 

Let's liberate mankind 

We'll smash the exploiters thoroughly 

And then we'll surely find 

We'll capture political power 

By making people's war 

At last to banish for all time 

Exploitation, strife and war 

Workers of the world awaken 
Rise in all your splendid might 
Take the wealth that you are making 
It belongs to you by right 
No one will for bread be crying 
We'll have freedom, love and health 
When the great red flag is flying 
In the workers' commonwealth 

THE REBEL SOLDIER 

To the tune of ''The Black Velvet band" 


I was born in a run-down Northern Town 
G 7 

That the bosses had left to its fate 
C 

No profits for them means no work for the men 
G7 C 

Just the bole queue for 'you and your mates 

When I left school no work could I find. 

From Newcastle to York I did roam, 

So my mates and I went in the army. 

Said farerell to our families and homes. 

Chorus: So don't join the rutingxlas? army'. 

To fight for their wealth and their land. 

You'll be doing their dirty work out in the streets 
And oppressing your own brother man. 

Our officers speak with fine language, 
of the 'Nation', 'our country’, the Crown, 

But what they really mean is the bosses' class. 

And its army that keeps workers down. 

Unemployment sent me in the army, 
and poverty made me enlist. 

The folks that we’re killing are just like me. 
Unemployed, Without homes and oppressed. 

Chorus 

They sent me over to Ireland, 

To protect all the people they said. 

But with smashing their houses and gassing their kids. 
Its protection from us that they need. 

They're only fighting for freedom. 

They just want the right to exist, 

But the army is there for the bosses' sake 
To smash workers when they resist 
Chorus 

Now we're told that it could never happen. 

No Hitler could take over here. 

Till the stock market falls and the bosses cry out, 

A dictator's the answer, its clear. 

Yes the bosses can't rule in the old way. 

Their “democracy's" starting to crack, 

So they're aiming to split up the working clas? 

Don't fight bosses, they say, fight the blacks. 

Chorus 

They say that soon we'll be needed back home. 

To fight working men who resist, 

Who challenge the rule of the profit— mad boss, 

And champion the Door and oppressed. 

Well I've served seven years in the Army, 

While the bosses have had their own way. 

Now I'm gonna fight for all working men. 

And we'll sure make the rulling class pay. 

Chorus 

Now I am only a working lad. 

And there's only one army for me. 

That's the working class army that we must build. 

To set all our brother men free. 

When workers become really organised. 

With a Party to show them the line 
No ruling class army can hope to succeed, 

As their masters have run out of time. 

Chorus 





cont. from p9 ■■■ 
workers, is the cause of poverty and the rest; 
and it is precisely this fact that the fascists 
and racists want workers to be blind to. 

There must be absolutely no compromise in 
exposing racism. White workers should under- 
stand that they are not doing black workers 
"a favour" in fighting racism. For, if they fail 
to smash the racist offensive they fail to main- 
tain the unity of their own class, the whole 
working class. And if they allow that unity 
to be wiped out, then they place the fascist 
noose around their own throats. The racists 
and fascists must be denied the right to preach 
their cancerous drivel, and workers must learn 
the lessons of history and understand that to 
allow these dregs freedom of speech is to beck- 
on the advance of a fascist dictatorship which 
would very quickly deny the working class 
its freedom of speech, assembly and press. 

The class struggle is real and for the biggest of 
stakes, and we must not treat it as though it 
is a game, or act like little liberals still wet 
behind the ears. The fascists are the deadliest 
enemies of working men, women and child- 
ren. Look at what they have done for so many 
years in countries like Spain. If given a chance 
they will do the same here. They must not be 
given that chance, but instead must be dest- 
royed as the vermin they are. It is them or us, 
and we must mobilise to thoroughly rout them. 

Racist contradictions within the working class 
are secondary to the principal contradiction 
between the working class as a whole and the 
ruling class. 

In our industrial -base work we must take in- 
to account that workers have been subjected 
to social democracy, revisionism and trotskyism, 
and some even to fascist propaganda. All of 
these will have left some mark and workers 
will not be able to leap to communism all 
at one jump. Communist consciousness won't 



AND WILL WIN 

come out of the blue. In fact it won't "just 
come" at all. It arises from the introduction 
of communist science to the working class and 
other progressive people by communists. If 
things appear to be going wrong, the first thing 
to do is to look at our own methods and the way 
we are conducting ourselves. w 

££ Our task is to expose, isolate and attack 
the bosses and their extreme right-wing 
hirelings; neutralise wavering elements that 
might be drawn in to support the right and 
the bosses; gradually win over to the side of 
revolution the centrally-situated, undecided, 
but basically quite progressive workers; and 
actively recruit to the ranks of the revolut- 
ionary movement the best, most class- 

conscious left-wing workers by doing this 

things will get on the move and we will really 
start to serve the people. 

The working class is under pressure from the 
capitalists in a hundred ways and is looking 
for a new society. Leadership is wanted and 
with the correct application of Marxism- 
Leninism there is no doubt whatsoever that 
a Party, industrial bases and all the various 
organisations required for the victory of 

socialism can and will be built 

• always keep the following in 

mind: the working class in our country has the 
reason, the power and the might to smash cap- 
italism, to end the reign of the profiteers and 
usher in a new socialist system. We communists 
have a great responsibility in this process of 
basic change. We must fight and fight till 
this great task is no longer a plan but an achiev- 
ement. The working class, as we said at 
the start of this document, is the leading 
force, and the industrial section of the working 
class is especially important to the whole pro- 
cess of revolution. We must dig in and spread 


out among our base, the working class. I 
our class, our people, men, women and . 
ren, that the capitalists have exploited, 
down and drenched for far too long with 
ormism. Ours is the task of assisting in tf 
liberation of the minds and bodies of mil 
of working class families. We must never 
tempt to substitute militant-sounding refc 
economism or any other type, for Marxisr 
Leninism. We must show that the Labour, 
Tory and Liberal Parties are all rotten arv 
•fa list. We must point out the need for a 
Party of a new type, a genuine revolutioi 
communist Party. We must explain and fic 
growing fascism in our country. And we n 
unite all the forces that can be united in 
preparation for the coming assault on the 
italist enemy. 

We stand for, we fight for and we exist 
realise the dictatorship of the working clc 
We organise for nothing less than the com 
destruction of capitalism as a system. THI 
AND NOTHING ELSE IS WHAT WE CO/v 
MUNISTS STAND FOR. WE CAN WIN Tl 


■ mu lminu iin 

WORK-PLACE AFTER WORK-PLACE WE 
MUST LAY THE FOUNDATIONS FOR THI 
COMING INTO BEING OF A GENUINE 
WORKERS' REVOLUTIONARY PARTY. Wl 
MUST ACCEPT THE RESPONSIBILITY OF 
MAKING A CLASS ANALYSIS WHILE CC 
INUING WITH THE DAY-TO-DAY STRUC 
AS PART OF THE PROCESS. WE MUST DE 
ELOP A GENUINE PROGRAMME THAT V 
WIN MILLIONS TO THE SIDE OF REVOL 
UTIONARY SOCIALISM. 


WE CAN WIN. WE MUST WIN. AND WE 
ARE GOING TO WIN, IF WE ALL ACT 
HONESTLY AND PUT OUR SHOULDERS 
TO THE WHEEL. M 



MARXIST- LENINIST FACTORY WORKERS SPEAK ON 

HOW TO MAKE EVERY WORKPLACE A 
STRONGHOLD OF SOCIALISM! 


A GRAND 

‘VOICE OF THE PEOPLl 
SOCIAL 


Two years practical experience in factories of implementing the line of the document, "Building Rev- 
olutionary Communist Bases at the Place of Work '/The political criteria used to select factories Problems of directing 
membersinto those factories Meeting the tasks of integrating and investigating. 

How factory programmes of a new type and 
two factory newspapers have come into being 

Analysing the factories in the context of the national and international sit— 
uatior/Formulating demands leading to a political awakening. 

How building workplace bases is related to building 
a genuine revolutionary communist Party 

Rejecting the view that a genuine revolutionary Party 
of the working class can come into being without 
industrial workers having very much to do with it. 

What is a genuine revolutionary communist 
Party, and whether one already exists 

Defining the shape of a genuine Forty. 

What needs to be done now 


Concrete steps that car be taken to unite one 
strengthen the movement. 


11a.m. (1st of 3 sessions) till 4.45p.m. 

Date: SAT. 26th JUNE 
Place: Holborn Library Hall,32-38, Theobalds Rd 

(Nearest tube:Holborn) — m 

‘VOP'and the COMMUNIST WORKERS’ LEAGUE OFBRITAINCM-L) 


MUSIC. GOOD COMPANY. 
FOOD AND DRINK 

Come and hear the best in people's music 
- including many new songs written and 
performed by the 'Voice of the People' 
Folk Group 

(extension to be applied for) 60 

Timefc^Date: sat.2*- .. 


Place: 


“Okj Rec -’ar",4i5,Sf._orr's Si EC. 1 . 
(Nearest tube : Angei, Islingtcr . 
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